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First Wordsé 

 

 
 HOLY WEEK AND EASTER ï The Services are 

detailed in the magazine and we offer a warm invitation to 

each of you to join us to make this Holy Week special. Let us 

proclaim to the people of Ecclesfield that our crucified 

saviour is truly risen from the dead. 

 

 PRAY ï At times we feel despondent when we see 

the terrible news on our televisions: Japan, Libya, New 

Zealand. But we must never lose sight of the power of prayer. 

Often we donôt know how prayer works, but God promises 

that prayer makes a difference. Letôs renew our efforts to pray 

for those in need and to pray for each other as we walk with 

Christ. 

 

 GOING FOR GROWTH ï Mothering Sunday and 

Easter Day joint 10.30 Services. These are occasions when 

the whole Church comes together to celebrate our diversity 

and our unity. Weôre inviting lots of people to these services 

and encouraging growth and expansion. Letôs make sure that 

our regular 9.30 and 11.15 congregations come to these joint 

services. Sometimes a family listens to Radio Three, 

sometimes they listen to Radio Two and sometimes they 

listen to Radio One.  What station we listen to is much less 

important than the fact that we listen to the station together! 

 

Daniel Hartley 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

GROUPS Ɉ MEETING S Ɉ ACTIVITIES  

FUNCTIONS  

  

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall 

Priory Road  

Ecclesfield 
 

A traditional playgr oup for children 2½ to 5 years. 

Come along and paint, glue, sing, and play. 

Tuesday Morning 9.30 am to 11.20 am 

£2.00 ï per session. 
 

Also Parent and Toddler group 

Monday, Wednesday and Thursday morning ï 9.30 ï 11.30 am 

Tuesday afternoon ï 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun. 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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The  Vicars Letter  

 

HOLY WEEK        HOLY WEEK       HOLY WEEK  

 

I make no apologies. This monthôs Vicarôs Letter is all about Holy Week, 

Holy Week in bold print, capital lettering and double underlining! Holy 

Week stands at the very heart of the Christian experience but is so often 

overlooked in the life of churches. When Holy Week is kept faithfully it 

enriches our understanding of the cross and resurrection in an 

immeasurable way. This monthôs letter is an invitation for you to join us as 

we journey through Holy Week and Easter.  
 

Holy Week unfolds as our walk with Christ starts on Palm Sunday with his 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We sing hosannas with the expectant 

crowds of Israel and hold fast to our palm crosses as signs of our 

anticipation of what is to come. 
 

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday we meet at 7.30 pm as our journey 

with Christ takes a darker turn. The triumph of Palm Sunday quickly 

changing through acts of betrayal and the impending reality of death. 
 

On Maundy Thursday we celebrate the Last Supper when Jesus took bread 

and wine, blessing it to become for us his body and blood. Join us at 7.30 

pm for our Maundy Thursday Liturgy as we stand alongside the disciples 

and receive again the gift of Christôs body and blood in the eucharist. Stay 

a while as the altars are stripped, the mood changing from joy and 

celebration to betrayal and death. Ask yourselves where would you have 

been on that night. 
 

Then to Good Friday. Christ has been betrayed and is in the hands of the 

Roman authorities. Join us for a short while between 12.00 and 2.00 p.m. 

and then spend an hour with us from 2.00 until 3.00 pm as our Good 

Friday Liturgy unfolds. The starkness of our Church reflecting the 

starkness of the cross. Receive the body of Christ that is broken for you 

upon that same cross. 
 

The journey draws to an end with the desolation of Holy Saturday. We are 

empty and defeated. Christ has died and we, with the disciples, have fled. 

The day when all is strange and unfamiliar. The day we ask ourselves 

ñwhat if it were otherwise? What if death were the final word?ò  
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Then we meet in Church again at 6.00 pm as we anticipate the great events 

of Easter. We remind one another, in the words of scripture, that the death 

of Christ has been foretold. We see again that the death is the mere 

precursor of the resurrection. And soé 
 

EASTER DAY 
 

We gather on the morning of Easter Day at 10.30 a.m. and celebrate Christ 

as the light of the world. The Paschal Candle is carried into the Church and 

we proclaim the resurrection. Amidst the joy and celebration we renew our 

baptismal promises and receive our Easter communion. 
 

JOIN US!!!  
 

Join us and walk alongside Jesus Christ in Holy Week and Easter. Walk 

the way of the cross and sing of the joy of Easter. Alleluia Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. ALLELUIA!    

 

Daniel Hartley  

 

 
 

Prayer for the Month   

 

 

 

Collect for Easter Day 
Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 

Amen. 
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Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 240 2398 

 

 The Coterie Gallery and Fine Art Studio 
Bottom of Packhorse Lane, High Green, Sheffield.  

S35 9HY.  Phone/Fax (0114) 284 4444 
 

We produce original Paintings at affordable prices in any medium, size or genre.  Specific 

requirements discussed without obligation.  If you just like Art, call in and view our work, you will 

be made very welcome. Weekdays, 9.00am ð 5.00pm 

Weekends, 11.00am ð 3.00 pm See us on line at www.coteriegallery.co.uk 
 

By the way, we are Anthony Carroll, Joanne Jenkins and Les Bell 
 

 
 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 
 

Visit us online: www.kb-homerepairs.co.uk 

 

The Sheffield Folk Chorale will perform for one night at St 

Maryôs Church - On Saturday the 9
th

 April at 7.30pm 
Featuring traditional folk music and newly written songs from other countries, 

times and cultures and sung in four part harmony . 

 Donôt miss this opportunity to see and hear the Chorale performing live in 
Ecclesfield 

Tickets   £8.00 and £6.00 concession  from  The Bell Ringers, Coffee Shop on 

Tuesday and Friday mornings.  Proceeds to the Ecclesfield Peal Appeal 
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The Bishopôs Letter for April 
 

This month The Bishop of Doncaster writes: 

 

 

From dereliction to restoration 

 

The most beautiful classic car I ever owned 

was a 1959 Triumph TR3A. It was dark blue 

and had been extensively restored. It had a fast 

road cam, twin Webber carbs, a sports exhaust 

and was tuned on a rolling road.  

For a 52 year old car, the engine of which was designed for tractors in WW2, it 

was perfectly capable of holding its own in modern traffic and had, on occasions, 

surprised many a BMW, Porches, and over-confident boy racers. The car had an 

interesting history. It was found completely derelict bricked up in a disused 

factory. The story is that it was owned by an old man who was very fond of it and 

intended one day to restore it. Unfortunately, he died and the car was forgotten 

only to be discovered when the factory was re-developed. By then it was a sorry 

sight. The bodywork had rusted beyond repair, the engine had seized and the 

leather interior had disintegrated. However, an enthusiast spotted it and saw what 

it could become. He bought it and spent years restoring it to show condition, 

scouring Europe to find replacement parts. 

This movement from dereliction to restoration, for me, is a parable. We are 

entering the Easter season when we engage with the most profound Christian 

truth; the death and resurrection of Jesus. Death and resurrection is a theme 

woven into the Christian story and is a fundamental fact of life. ñUnless a seed 

fall into the ground and dieéé..ò Death is not the opposite of life; it is the 

opposite of birth. Death is therefore a continuation of life and is the movement 

from dereliction to restoration, or in the language of the New Testament ï 

resurrection. 

ñI believeé in the resurrection of the body.ò This is the claim we make whenever 

we say the creed. But what does it mean? Tom Wright in his excellent book 

`Surprised by Hope, ` claims that the early church believed that the purpose of 

this new body is to enable us to rule wisely over Godôs new world. Forget those 

images we all seem to have of lounging on fluffy white clouds playing a harp, or 

gazing beatifically into one anotherôs eyes, there will be work to do caring for the 

new creation, and we shall enjoy doing it.  

Continued over 
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All the gifts and graces we have now will be enriched and ennobled and given 

back to us to serve one another and to glorify Christ.  
 

This creaking collection of bone, brain, muscle, hair and cells which we cart 

around the face of the earth now, will be taken and made new before being 

handed back. The eye of the master carpenter has already seen the beauty and 

glorious potential in each one of us. Hard to believe I know, but even the 

occasionally grumpy St Paul admits that we will be given new bodies. John 

Betjeman sums it up brilliantly i n the poem, `The Lenten Season.` 
 

Iôd hate to think that I exist 

Because some nuclear physicist 

Has not, as yet, blown up the earth 

And done away with life and birth. 

Iôd hate to think our final fate 

Was at the mercy of the State, 

That love and joy and all ambitions 

Were made for us by politicians. 

There must, there must be something more. 

Roll back the stone! The tomb explore. 
 

 

+Cyril Doncaster 
 

 

 

Ecclesfield Parish Church 

Palm Sunday April 17th 2011 at 6.30 pm 
 

 

The Choir and Friends will sing 
 

ñOlivet to Calvaryò 
By 

J.H. Maunder 
 

Principals. 

Jean Jenkins              Soprano 

Gary Baldwin                Tenor 

Tony Wright                    Bass 
 

Come along and bring your friends and prepare for Easter by hearing this 

Dramatic Music and Singing the Lenten Hymns. 
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1st Class Plastering 
Local plastering specialist with 20 years experience  

Domestic and Commercial work, Re-skims, Artex covered 

Plaster Boarding, dot and dab 

New builds, Extensions and Insurance work  

Fast and efficient with exceptional quality  

Free advice and estimates - All work guaranteed  

Call Richard on (  0114 2453070  è 07758 797434 

  

King Carpet Cleaners 
 
 

Helpful, professional advice - Competitive prices with no hidden extras 
Specialist stain removal - Safe quick drying process 

Deeper cleaning Domestic & Commercial 

 

Want it clean? - King Cleaners Make It Gleam 
 

For a free quote call us now on  07930 875474 
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Will You Remember Them 
 

Mob Burns Down Church in Egypt  

 

CAIRO, March 4
th
 - A Muslim mob in a village south of Cairo attacked a church 

building and burned it down, almost killing the parish priest after an imam issued 

a call to ñ kill all the Christians,ò according to local sources. The village, Sool is 

located 22miles from Cairo. The imam said ñChristians had no right to live in the 

villageò. 

 

The attack started in the evening following the usual Friday prayers in the local 

mosque and continued through most of the next day. The Rev. Hoshea Abd Al-

Missieh, a parish priest who narrowly escaped death in the fire, said the clamour 

of the church being torn apart sounded like ñhatredò.  ñI was in the attack, but I 

canôt describe it,ò he said. ñThe sound of the church being destroyed that I heard, 

I canôt describe how horrible it was.ò After the fire went out, the mob tore down 

what little remained of the church structure. The group of Muslims then held 

prayers at the site and began collecting money to build a mosque where the 

church building once stood, said the assistant bishop of Giza. 

 

During the fire, Al-Missieh was trapped in a house near the church building that 

was filling up with smoke. He faced a difficult dilemma ï choke or burn to death 

in the house, or face an angry mob screaming for blood. ñWhen the smoke was 

too much, I told myself, `I am dying anyway`, so I decided I would go out and 

whatever happened, happened, Al- Missieh said.  When he went outside, a man 

with a rifle told the priest to follow him. At first he was reluctant, then the man 

fired off two rounds from the rifle and told the crowd to step away. ñNo one will 

touch this man, he is with meò. The priest was taken to a house where he met 

three other workers who were at the church when it was attacked. The men all 

relayed stories similar to the priestôs. 

 

Please Pray For 

 

 Peace and stability in Egypt at this time. 

 Those Christians who have lost their church to arson, that God will comfort 

them and heal those who are injured 

 Christians in Egypt that they will stand firm in the face of persecution and 

that the authorities will provide better protection against these violent 

attacks. 

JD 
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CHAPELTOWN AERIALS LTD . 
 

Get set for Digital 
 

Our (CAL) Trained (Digital) Engineers can 

install and Set Up  
Your TV Sets, VCR, DVDs and  

Free View Boxes, and fit Digital TV Aerials. 
 

Multi -room installations, Gale Damage;  

Help with Insurance claims, 

 Priority to the Elderly. 

Next Day Service where possible. 

All our work is Guaranteed. 
 

Call   0114 2455322   or    0771 5506251 
 
  

ROYLES TRAVEL 
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

Established 1990 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays 

Scenic Weekend Breaks 
Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions 
Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 

 _____________________________________________________ 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 
T. (0114) 245 4519 - M. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 
 _________________________________________________________________________  

Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
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A pilgrimage to Turk ey 
 

Istanbul ï Church of St. Saviour in Chora 

The Church of St. Saviour in Chora is considered to be one of the most beautiful examples 

of a Byzantine church. The church is situated in the Edirnekapi neighbourhood part of the 

municipality of Fatih in Istanbul.  
 

The church is not as large as some of the 

other Byzantine churches of Istanbul (it 

only covers 887 sq. yds), but what it lacks 

in size, it makes up for in the beauty of its 

interior. The building divides into three 

main areas: the entrance hall/s or 

narthices, the main body of the church or 

naos, and the side chapel or parecclesion. 

The building has six domes: two in the 

esonarthex (inner entrance hall), one in 

the parecclesion (side chapel) and three in 

the naos (nave).                                                  Photo of the church from its garden 
 

Literally translated, the church's full name was the Church of the Holy Saviour in the 

Country: although "The Church of the Holy Redeemer in the Fields" would be a more 

natural rendering of the name in English today. 
 

The church was originally built outside the walls of Constantinople, to the south of the 

Golden Horn, however in 413 ï 414 new defensive walls were built and the church was 

incorporated within the new city boundary. In the 16th century, the church was converted 

into a mosque by the Ottoman rulers, and it became a secularised museum in 1948. The 

interior of the building is decorated inside with more than 45 fine mosaics and many 

frescoes. 
 

Around fifty years after the fall of the city to the Ottomans, Atik Ali Pasa, the Grand 

Vizier of Sultan Bayezid II, ordered the Chora Church to be converted into a mosque. Due 

to the prohibition against iconic images in Islam, the mosaics and frescoes were covered 

behind a layer of plaster. This and frequent earthquakes in the region have taken their toll 

on the artwork; though many fine mosaics, many nearly complete, remain for the visitor to 

see. 
 

In 1948, Thomas Whittemore and Paul A. Underwood, from the Byzantine Institute of 

America and the Dumbarton Oaks Centre for Byzantine Studies, sponsored a programme 

of restoration. From that time on, the building ceased to be a functioning mosque and in 

1958 it was opened to the public as a museum. It is now a major attraction to tourists and 

for pilgrims following in the footsteps of St. Paul or to the Seven Churches of Revalation. 
 

It would not do justice to the mosaics to try to show you them here, so I will try to 

describe where they are and what they depict. If you get a chance do go and visit. 

Continued over 
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Exonarthex - or outer entrance hall is the first part of the church that one enters. It is a 12 

foot wide corridor, some 70 feet long, which is partially open on its eastern side into the 

parallel esonarthex inner entrance hall.  

Mosaics: Sixteen mosaics decorate the walls and ceilings and depict 1. Joseph's dream 

and journey to Bethlehem; 2. Enrolment for taxation; 3. Nativity, birth of Christ; 4. 

Journey of the Magi; 5. Inquiry of King Herod; 6. Flight into Egypt; 7. Two frescoes of 

the massacres ordered by King Herod; 8. Mothers mourning for their children; 9. Flight of 

Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist; 10. Joseph dreaming, return of the holy family from 

Egypt to Nazareth; 11. Christ taken to Jerusalem for the Passover; 12. John the Baptist 

bearing witness to Christ; 13. Miracle; 14. Three more Miracles.15. Jesus Christ; 16. 

Virgin and Angels praying. 

 

Esonarthex ï or inner entrance hall is similar to the exonarthex and runs parallel to it. 

The esonarthex like the exonarthex is 12 foot wide but it is slightly shorter, 54 feet long. 

Its central, eastern door opens into the naos - nave, whilst another door, at the southern 

end of the esonarthex opens into the rectangular ante-chamber of the parecclesion or side 

chapel.  

Mosaics: The fifteen mosaics in the first three bays of the inner narthex give an account 

of the Life of the Virgin, and her parents. Some of them are as follows: 1. Rejection of 

Joachim's offerings; 2. Annunciation of Saint Anne; 3. Meeting of Joachim and Anne; 4. 

Birth of the Virgin Mary; 5. First seven steps of the Virgin; 6. The Virgin given affection 

by her parents; 7. The Virgin blessed by the priests; 8. Presentation of the Virgin in the 

Temple; 9. The Virgin receiving bread from an Angel; 10. The Virgin receiving the skein 

of purple wool; 11. Zechariah praying; 12. The Virgin entrusted to Joseph; 13. Joseph 

taking the Virgin to his house; 14. Annunciation to the Virgin at the well; 15. Joseph 

leaving the Virgin;  

 

Naos (Nave) - The central doors of the esonarthex lead into the main body of the church, 

the naos. The largest dome in the church (22 feet in diameter) is above the centre of the 

naos. Two smaller domes flank the modest apse: the northern dome is over the prothesis 

(altar), which is linked by short passage to the bema (pulpit); the southern dome is over 

the diaconicon (vestry), which is reached via the parecclesion.  

Mosaics: The later life of Christ was probably depicted in mosaics in the naos, but now 

only three mosaic panels survive in this central room: the Dormition of the Virgin over the 

west door; Christ to the left of the apse; and the Virgin and Child to the right of the apse. 

 

Parecclesion (Side chapel) - To the right of the esonarthex, doors open into the side 

chapel, or parecclesion. The parecclesion was used as a mortuary chapel for family burials 

and memorials. The second largest dome (15 feet in diameter) in the church graces the 

centre of the roof of the parecclesion. A small passageway links the parecclesion directly 

into the naos and off this passage can be found a small oratory (possibly a chapel) and a 

storeroom. 

Frescoes: The walls of the parecclesion are covered in frescoes depicting -1. Anastasis, 

the Resurrection. 2. Second coming of Christ, the last judgment; 3. Virgin and Child; 4. 

Heavenly Court of Angels; 5. Two panels of Moses. 

P L 
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ST. MICHAEL DRY CLEANING  
54, St. Michaels Road 

Ecclesfield, Nr. Sheffield. 

Dry Cleaning, Laundry, Quilts 

Football Kits, Work Wear, Horse Rugs. 
Free Collection and delivery (Same day if required) 

Telephone: (0114) 246 7624 

 
PAUL ASKEW - PAINTER & DECORATOR  

All aspects of decorating undertaken.  

Quality and tidy work assured.  

Over 20 years experience.  

Beat the Credit Crunch, 5% discount with this advert.  

No job too small.  

Tel: 0114 2402027 or 07960958819  

 

 

Ladies and Gents Hair 
 

Beauty Treatment, Reflexology, Aromatherapy, 

Wheelchair Access 
 

315, High Street, Ecclesfield, S35 9XB 

Tel: 0114 246 7762 
 

 

The little boy who drew a cross 

A Sunday school teacher asked her young class to draw a cross.  

Most children quickly drew a stick-like object that closely resembled the 

letter "T," but one child got out all the pastel crayons and became quite 

intent while working on his drawing. When he finished, his picture was a 

cross, covered with beautiful flowers.    He explained, "I put flowers on my 

cross to make it beautiful because that's how Jesus made it so I could go to 

Heaven." 
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                          Diary for the Month of April  

 

Sunday 3
rd

  4
th
 Sunday of Lent / Mothering Sunday 

 10.30 am Family Service 

 6.30 pm Evening Service 

Tuesday 5
th
 10.00 am MU Quiet Day at Stocksbridge 

 12 noon Lent Lunches in Church 

Wednesday 6
th
 9.30 am Ecclesfield Primary in Church 

 1.00 pm MU in the Gatty Hall - 

  The Revd. Daniel Hartley 

 7.30 pm Lent Meeting in Church 

Thursday 7
th
 7.30 pm Ladiesô Group ï Coffee Evening 

Saturday 9
th
 7.30 pm Sheffield Folk Chorale - 

  Ecclesfield Church Bell Appeal 

   

Sunday 10
th
   5

th
 Sunday of Lent 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 9.30 am Morning Prayer 

 11.15 am Family Communion 

 12.45 pm Baptism Service 

 6.30 pm Holy Communion 

Tuesday 12
th
  12 noon Lent Lunches in Church 

Wednesday 13
th
  7.30 pm Lent Meeting in Church 

Thursday 14
th
  9.30 am Holy Communion 

 10.30 am Prayer Meeting in Church 

 2.00 pm Hartwell House Service 

 7.30 pm Ladiesô Group ï Mystery Boxes 

   

Sunday 17
th
   Palm Sunday - Start of Holy Week 

 9.30 am Holy Communion/Blessing of Palms 

 11.15 am Family Service/Blessing of Palms 

 6.30 pm Olivet to Calvary 

Monday 18
th
  2 ï 3.30 pm Easter Crafts 

 7.30 pm Holy Communion with Address 

Tuesday 19
th
  12 noon Lent Lunches in Church 

 7.30 pm Holy Communion with Address 

Wednesday 20
th
  7.30 pm Holy Communion with Address 
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Thursday 21
st
 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Liturgy 

Friday 22
nd

 12 ï 2.00 pm Prayers & Readings of the Cross 

 2 ï 3.00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 

Saturday 23
rd
 6.00 pm Holy Saturday Vigil 

   

Sunday 24
th
  Easter Day 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.30 am  Holy Communion with the Ceremony 

  of Light & Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

 6.30 pm Evening Service 
 

From the Registers 

Baptisms  
   

  6
th
 March  Grace Walker 

  6
th
 March  Molly Josephine Trotter 

13
th
 March  Florence May Holmes 

20
th
 March  Louis Gene Pearce 

20
th
 March  Oliver Thomas Clark 

20
th
 March  Grace Olivia Evelyn Dale 

 

May they know the love of God in their lives and may 

all things of the Spirit live and grow in them. 
 

Funerals 

 

Burial  
28

th
 February Patricia Ann Tingle 67 

  9
th
 March John Harry Carr    89 

  

Cremation  

17
th
 February Dorothy May Nunnington 88 

  3
rd

 March Grace Cauwood 96 
 

Grant them, O Lord, refreshment, light and peace. 
 

Flower Rota 

 

  3rd April  No Flowers  

10th April  No Flowers  

17th April  No Flowers Palm Sunday  

27th April  Easter Flowers (Alice Hinchliffe) 

 Extra help please to clear the Easter Flowers. 
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Motherôs Union - 2
nd

 March 2011 
 

ñTravellerôs Talesò ï John and Janet Daniels 
 

We had an inspiring talk by John and Janet Daniels taking us on a journey to 

Morocco.  Their journey began at Marrakech travelling to Casablanca and all the way 

back, taking in many prayer tours on the way with a group of 10 worker contacts of 

óOpen Doorsô, to which they belong.  Open Doors are an organisation that supports 

persecuted Christians in many ways including supplying Bibles.  The journey covered 

1300 miles in 13 days travelling over rough terrain. 
 

A fascinating slide was shown of an ornate mosque which holds 32,000 people inside 

the building for prayer and 80,000 outside in the square.  This mosque is the largest 

place of worship in the world.  There are 2 other mosques in Morocco that non 

Muslims can visit.  Christians are often ostracised as Muslims are not allowed to have 

any contact with them. 
 

They took us to Fez in the walled city of Medina this was an interesting part of the 

journey as we saw slides of the Islamic country craftsmanship. 
 

John and Janet told us many stories of Christians who regularly risk their lives by 

speaking about Jesus.  An example of this is when they met a house maid who opens 

her house to others to share the Gospel.  Another example tells us the story of their 

own tour guide (a family man) who became a Christian after working as an actor on a 

film about Jesus.  He risks the safety of himself and his family frequently by now not 

attending the mosque. A third story told us of 2 midwives who had set up a clinic in 

very difficult circumstances (as soon as it is revealed that Christians run organisations 

or are involved help is not given and doors are often closed).  These are just 3 of the 

stories told to us of brave people willing to risk their lives on a daily basis for their 

faith. 
 

We were told of homes for orphaned children that had been set up by Christians; these 

Christians committed themselves to 2 years of training plus 18 years of continued 

care for the children.  To enable this to happen it was stipulated that Islam must be 

taught as part of the Curriculum.  However, recent changes have been made by the 

government stating that Christians are not allowed to run this system.  The children 

have subsequently been sent away from all their new families and are now 

institutionalised.  Open Doors are now praying for the work with orphans to be re 

initiated. 
 

Another uplifting moment whilst they were there was when a prayer was answered.  A 

drought that had lasted for 10 years came to end after they had prayed for rain, and it 

did. How amazing is that! 
 

John and Janet met so many people on their travels, many of these people had had 

their lives turned around by their faith May we all remember and pray for Christians 

who have been persecuted wherever they may be.                                              EH 
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Decorating Services of Sheffield  
 

Interior & Exterior  
Domestic & Commercial  

 

 Professional  

 Friendly  

 Reliable Service  

 25-Years Experience  
 

FREE Quotes ð Competitive Prices  
FREE  (  0800 0838566  

Proprietor Mr. Wayne Hextall  

  

J P Plumbing Solutions 
 

 &  Gas Service 
 

24 Hours a day 7 Days a week 
 

2 Hour  Emergency Response time 
 

No Call Out Charge ï No VAT ï Free No Obligation Quote 
 

Apprentice Trained ï Local Tradesman  

Appointment time to suit you 
 

Call John 01226 745 364 or 07980 006621 
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Ecclesfield Ladies Group 
 

 
 

On Thursday February 10
th
 the Ladies Group entered the Green Room in the 

Gatty Hall to the sight of this impressive Austin Pedal Car this was followed by a 

very interesting talk by Alwyne Hill.  The car was the baby of Leonard Lord, 

Chairman of Austin Motors who had joined the firm in 1939.  Under Lordôs 

leadership Austin had worked on wartime motoring projects, he was a complex 

character at different times ruthless but caring to his workforce and single minded 

in his determination to transform óThe Austinô company making it a world leader 

in motor vehicle production.  In June of 1946 Austin had produced a million cars. 

 

Then Lord had the idea of producing a childôs pedal car, ñjust like the real thingò 

the whole car would be built at a special plant at Bargoed by disabled Welsh 

miners, it would be called the Joy Car and you can see the result of all their hard 

work in the photo above.  

    

For some time Alwyne (who is interested in vintage cars) had been looking for a 

pedal car to renovate and had managed to acquire the one above which he has 

lovingly restored, at this moment in time he also has another car the J40 Roadster 

to restore.  When the second car is ready his twin grandsons will be the envy of 

young boys everywhere as they take them out for a spin.   The highlight of the 

evening was the sight of one petite lady member convinced that she could actually 

get in and drive the racing car sadly this was not to be, much to the relief of the 

owner. 

PB 
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