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First Wordsé 
 

 Patronal Festival ï On Sunday 9
th
 September we celebrate our Patronal 

Festival. We have services at 8.30 am, 10.00 am and 6.30 pm. Please 

come along 

 

 Emmaus Groups ï Itôs still not too late to sign up to an Emmaus Nurture 

Group. Details are available in Church 

 

 Volunteering ï We heard a lot about volunteering during the Olympic 

Games. There are great opportunities for volunteering in Ecclesfield. In 

this magazine there are details of a whole range of community groups ï 

can you get involved? 

        

Daniel Hartley 
 

 
 

Patronal Prayer for St Maryôs, Ecclesfield 

 

Almighty God, 

who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: 

grant that we who are redeemed by his blood 

may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Front Cover ï St Maryôs viewed from the Priory and Old Hall gardens 

Back Cover ï Jubilee Concert Poster 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 
 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Nans or Carers 
 

Tea and coffee 

Milk and healthy snacks for children 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Tuesday Afternoons 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm 

£2.00 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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The Vicarsô Letter 

 
September always seems to mark the beginning of a new season. Schools go 

back, summer ends and autumn begins, and life goes back to normal. This 

summer we have witnessed the joy and achievement of the Olympic Games and 

as Iôm writing this article we still have the Paralympics to look forward to. 

 

Here at St Maryôs, Ecclesfield, this September marks the launch of our 

ñnurtureò course and focuses our mind on Church growth. One of the things that 

impresses me most about the Olympic Games is the long term vision that is 

needed by coaches and competitors. The Olympics only take place once every 

four years and so there is a cyclical nature to the preparation. As one Games 

ends, so coaches and national organisers begin the search for those who will 

represent our nation in 2016. Of course there are many other events that athletes 

and competitors compete in, but the Olympics represents the pinnacle of 

achievement. 

 

At times, in the Church, we worry about the future. We worry about decline and 

how we can turn this around. We employ strategies and look for growth. All of 

this is right and proper, but we need to look to the long term rather than the 

short term. We need to realise that our efforts lie more in the sowing of the seed 

than in the gathering of the harvest. Having a nurturing approach to those who 

make tentative steps towards faith is vital. It allows us both to welcome people 

and also to enable them to grow in faith. 

 

Daniel Hartley  

 

Book Sale and Coffee Morning 
Saturday 8th September 10am to 12noon  

In St. Mary's Church. 

 

Jumble Sale 
Saturday 29th September 2.00 pm  

Admission 20p. 

In The Gatty Hall Priory Road, Ecclesfield  
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Timings and Life 
 

It is said that every cloud has a silver lining.  Well I would not know about that 

but I do know that, in recent years, through some difficult and sad times God 

has blessed me and given me things to be thankful for in those situations. 
 

It is just a year since my brother John, sister-in-law and myself set out on a 

25,000 mile round journey to New Zealand with three sad objectives in mind.  

We wanted to reach New Zealand before our very ill brother Robert passed 

away, we wanted him to know we were there and to be with him when he died 

and to be at his Service of Thanksgiving.  We had a fifteen day window 

including four days travelling.  Not much pressure there then God! 
 

In the event we had six very precious days with Robert, during which we shared 

memories, some laughter and lots of tears. We were with him when he died and 

had one day after the funeral before returning home.  Considering there was 

close family in South Island and travel for them was difficult because the 

earthquake had just occurred, this timing felt quite miraculous to us. 
 

As I reflected on that journey and how we had been provided for both 

practically and emotionally, I was reminded how timing of events over the last 

five years or so had been quite remarkable. 
 

I do not need to share details only to say that the emotional tensions and 

pressures were what made the following timings of the events so poignant for 

me. 
 

I begin with in late 2003 some flats for the over fifty five age group were being 

built a few hundred yards from our home, just as it was becoming increasingly 

more necessary to be on hand for my dad as mum was suffering from 

Alzheimerôs.  As dad was profoundly deaf he could not converse on the 

telephone and so to find accommodation at that time in that place and that dad 

agreed to move him and mum to was nothing short of miraculous.  As it became 

less tenable for us to look after mum at home she suffered a massive stroke and 

died a short while afterwards without ever knowing she had left her home.  This 

was such a blessing and happened just two weeks after Robert and his wife, 

Jacqueline had visited from New Zealand.  Dad was so relieved we had 

managed to keep her at home, he kept saying to everyone at the funeral ñand we 

are glad she has goneò.  We knew exactly what he meant but were not sure 

everyone else did!  Dad was 93 and they had been married for 65 years. 
 

Continues on pages 8 and 9 
 

 



 

 

CHURCH 
When someone says the word 'churchô 
to you, what do you think of? A quiet 
building made of stone? A busy place 
with lots of happy people? 
Somewhere surrounded by 
gravestones or busy roads? 

 

The Greek word for the church ï 
ecclesia ï comes from a word that 
means ócalled outô. In other words, a 
church is a group of people called by 
God. The church is not a bunch of 
stones or bricks, it is a bunch of us! 

 

We are all called out to be a part of 
the Body of Christ and all of us have a 
job to do. We may not understand 
what that job is now but we will in time 
and with help.  

 

In the New Testament, in I 
Corinthians, chapter 12 and again in 
Ephesians, chapter 4, verse 11, these 
types of calling or ministry are listed. 
We may be teachers or healers, 
prophets or administrators, but 
whatever role God calls us out to do 
we are not alone, because God is with 

us, giving us the strength and the 
tools to do the job. 

 

JOIN  
THE BUNCH  

 

Poor little lost grape ï can you help it 
find its way through this maze to join 
up with the bunch? 

 

 

 

What did the green grape  
say to the purple grape? 

"You need to breathe" 
 

A man decided to start a chicken farm 
and brought 24 to get started. A week 
later he bought another 24 and 
another 24 the week after that. When 
his friend asked how the farm was 
coming along the man replied, "Not 
one of them has grown yet. I wonder if 
I'm planting them too deep?" 
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Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

1st Class Plastering 
Local plastering specialist with 20 years  experience 

Domestic and Commercial work, Re-skims, Artex covered 

Plaster Boarding, dot and dab 

New builds, Extensions and Insurance work  

Fast and efficient with exceptional quality  

Free advice and estimates - All work guaranteed  

( è  
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

              Little Fishes Pre -School 
ôQuality Education and Careõ                  . 

            

P Bright, spacious, warm and clean P Small and friendly P Highly qualified staff  

P Fully enclosed outdoor area P Funding available for 3 and 4 year olds  

P Following the Early  Years Foundation Stage Curriculum  

07407 539191 or 07883 403407  

*  littlefishes@virginmedia.com  

www.littlefishesthorpehesley@wordpress.com  

 

  

mailto:littlefishes@virginmedia.com
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Timings and Life Continued 
 

A family wedding and dadôs l00th birthday saw Robert and Jacqueline visit 

again two years running at Christmas, spending wonderful family time with 

us and dad.  Another family wedding and Robert and Jacqueline spent five 

months with us in the summer before Robert was diagnosed with cancer in 

February 2010. 
 

Now I come to an event which for us became so important.  John our elder 

brother suffers with Parkinsonôs disease.  He had been accepted for a deep 

brain electrodes operation and was going to have to tell dad he had PD, a 

thing he had desperately wanted to protect dad from.  He need not have 

worried as on the eve of our son Benôs wedding, John and Robert and 

family were all travelling from France to be here for that event, when dad 

became ill and said he needed to go back to bed.  He told me it was his last 

day and that we were not to grieve! He was a very pragmatic man.  For all 

we had the concerns of the wedding and the feeding of twenty three close 

family members that night it was a very remarkable day for Jim, my father 

and me.  Dad was so at peace and lucid.   Dad was 101 and passed away 

peacefully at six oôclock that evening ten minutes before his boys arrived 

but he knew they were coming and had seen both of them within the 

previous couple of weeks.  A Yorkshireman through and through he would 

have been thrilled that they had not had to make a special journey for the 

funeral!  To say it was a unique time for us, dad dying, Benôs wedding, the 

Celebration Service of dadôs life, the love we were shown by our daughter-

in-lawôs family, and being altogether is an understatement. Had dad lived 

another day I would have had a dilemma about being with dad or at Benôs 

wedding.  I was spared that decision. 
 

John deteriorated quickly which meant he could not travel easily, so we 

anxiously awaited the operation which was done two months before Robert 

was diagnosed with cancer.  Robertôs cancer was the same dad had suffered 

from thirty five years earlier and so we had hopes for his recovery.  Sadly 

Rob did not have that chance.  The blessings for us in all this is that John 

was only able to visit Robert because of his operation, dad died never 

knowing that John and Robert were ill, and John and I managed to see 

Robert twice during his illness, both times at crucial times and were able to 

support and love him through it. 

 

People who know us well know that we are a very close family. Jim and I 

were brought up by parents who put a rich value on family and keeping 
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close and supporting one another and so even when my two brothers settled 

abroad, we kept close and mum and dad were fortunately in a position to 

ensure that Robert and family came regularly home to the UK to visit and 

we spoke regularly on the phone.  For some people it has been difficult to 

understand how we could be close yet 12,000 miles apart.  So for the first 

months of Robertôs illness we were being continually asked if we were 

going to go out to see him.  We desperately wanted to be there, but I knew 

timing was crucial because of distance and cost.  We waited, and waited, 

till one day we just knew it felt right to book flights.  Robertôs treatment 

had been delayed and so we booked to go.  Within a short while Robert had 

a crisis and had a serious operation.  We debated whether to bring forward 

the flights, but decided to trust.  When we arrived in New Zealand, six 

weeks post-operative he and Jacqueline and two girls were a tired, worried 

and low spirited family.  Within hours of our arrival moods had changed 

and in the two weeks we were there we were able to help bring him home 

and settle him in. Again a lot of tears but a lot of shared humour and love to 

lift spirits, again such bang on timing. It was twelve weeks later that we 

took the second journey mentioned above. 
 

We spent so much more time with Robert in the last three years of his life 

than we could ever have hoped for and Godôs blessing in this for me has 

been those precious memories, time to say goodbye and to see my brothers, 

born thirteen months apart, able to share in each otherôs needs. I thank God 

that dad only spent one day, his last, in bed, that he only missed the last 

two Fridays shopping at Morrisonôs, and that he knew enough to say some 

careful goodbyes to all the family the week before he died. 
 

There were a lot of tears, a lot of sadness, a lot of longing but also a lot to 

be amazed and thankful for. 
 

I write this one year to the day after Robert died.  I am still struggling with 

the loss of Robert, and the major part of my birth roots. So no major 

tragedy here in terms of age, but then Loss is not about age, it is about the 

loss of the relationship but in a snapshot of a difficult time in my life I 

recognise Godôs provision during those years, and I have been comforted 

as I have reflected on these particular timings and others during this time 

and I thank God that being brought up to be a close family, he provided the 

means for us to be together when we most needed to be.    

Judith Batty 
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Will You Remember Them ï Nigeria 
 

Pastor and 18 members of congregation killed in armed attack 
 

On Monday 6
th
 August, a gang of heavily armed men surrounded, and then 

invaded, the Deeper Life Bible Church near Okene in Kogi state, southern 

Nigeria, while worshippers were attending an evening service. The churchôs 

power was cut off and the gunmen opened fire inside the church, killing 19 

people, including the pastor. Many others were wounded in the attack and were 

rushed to different hospitals, reported Lt Col Gabriel Olorunyomi, head of a 

local army and police unit. The authorities are still searching for more victims 

who may have run into the bush nearby, he added. 

 

It is not clear who carried out the attack, but militant Islamist group Boko 

Haram has made numerous raids on churches and other targets in Nigeria. 

 

In April, Nigeriaôs security forces raided a suspected bomb-making factory in 

the Okene area, killing at least nine alleged Boko Haram militants. In Feb, Boko 

Haram said it had attacked a jail in Kogi, using bombs and heavy gunfire to free 

119 inmates. But most attacks have been staged in the largely Muslim north of 

Nigeria. The group wants to establish Islamic law in the country, whose large 

Christian and animist population lives mainly in the south. 

 

Please Pray. 

1 For comfort for the families and friends of those killed. Pray that they will 

be able to forgive those who perpetrated this terrible attack. 

2 For peace for the surviving members of Deeper Life Bible Church, and 

courage to continue living out their faith. 

3 For strength and wisdom for Open Doors teams working on the ground to 

provide emergency aid, social and medical services, and assistance in the 

rebuilding of churches burnt down in the violence. 

 
 

Open Doors 2012 Road-Show 

29
th 

September 7.30 pm 
St. John The Baptist, Owlerton, Sheffield. 

Come And Hear The Latest News From The Church In The Arab World. 

Featuring Guest Speakers from the Arab World. 

 

JD  
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Ecclesfield Scout Group ï Cubs. 
 

For several weeks in July some of the older Cubs 

have been working towards the Campers Badge.  

The first week they were sent outside with a couple 

of brave volunteer Mums and shown how to erect 

one of the large very heavy canvas tents (without it 

falling on them).  As soon as the last tent peg had 

been finally hammered in they had to take it down 

again and pack it away properly, easier said than 

done.  The second week involved cooking a meal 

outdoors on gas stoves.  The Cubs had to peel and 

chop potatoes and carrots and boil them.  The 

peeling bit was particularly difficult for some and 

the chopping bit was eventually managed 

successfully as at the end all fingers were still 

intact.  The best bit was frying the sausages until 

black.  For dessert a fresh fruit salad, apples, 

grapes, bananas, and two types of melon.  They 

peeled, chopped, sliced and de-seeded and mixed together ion an enormous bowl.  

Then the best bit, eating it.  They had made enough for all the Cubs and the first 

course disappeared quickly, even the black sausages óbest Iôve ever tastedô was one 

Cubs verdict and even Cubs who said they didnôt like fruit salad emptied their bowls.  

Unfortunately a few Cubs appeared to have sliced carrots in their fruit salad (donôt 

ask).  They were told they were the lucky ones and not to say anything as everybody 

would want some.  Week three was devoted to backwoods cooking, for those of you 

who donôt know what this is; itôs a method of cooking food on an open fire without 

using utensils.  This eveningôs menu was mashed potato with bacon and egg.    The 

large potatoes were wrapped in tinfoil and baked in the fire.  Potato was then scooped 

out and mashed, then potato skins were lined with bacon rashers and an egg broken in 

the middle, re-wrapped in tinfoil and put back in the fire until cooked, serve with 

mashed spudsé  Dessert was chocolate banana, slit a banana lengthways and place 2 

or 3 squares of chocolate in the middle and wrap in tin foil and pop on fire until 

chocolates melts and banana is soft, delicious, who needs Jamie Oliver? To finish off 

was the old favourite, toasted marshmallows on skewers.  All the younger Cubs were 

allowed to come outside and join in this one.  

  
Week four involved being shown how to erect a smaller modern tent.  Then they 

were left to erect it entirely by themselves with NO ADULT HELP WHATSOEVER, 

It will leave it at that!!  Finally a sleepover at the H.Q. putting into practice all they 

had learned.   (Thanks go to Debbie, Alison and Charlotte) and lastly being presented 

with their well-earned Campers Badge. 

                            Well Done Cubs.                          P Marsland.  
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Cubs Comments: 
Edward ï I like Cubs because you get to wear a smart uniform and do archery with a 

proper bow and arrow. 

Brooke ï I havenôt been in Cubs long but I have been to Hesley Wood and did rock 

climbing and archery.  The one I liked best was sledging, it was very fast and scary 

the first time and it was hard to push the cart back up the steep hill. 

Ceiron ï I like Cubs because I like camps and going to Castleton and we do exciting 

things. 

Adam C ï I like the sleepovers but I enjoyed going to Jodrell Bank the best.  At 

camp I climbed to the top of the zip wire.  It made me feel amazed. 

Daniel ï When we went to Walesby I really enjoyed the rifle shooting.  I never 

thought I would be able to climb to the top of the climbing wall, it made we feel 

scared but also proud. 

Emily  ï My favourite thing is camping and I enjoyed Jodrell Bank.  I never thought I 

would ever climb to the top of the climbing wall but I did and it felt fantastic when I 

got to the top.  I went on the Cresta run at Hesley Wood it was a little bit scary but 

lots of fun. 

Cameron ï I really enjoyed doing pioneering at Silverwood it was brilliant.  It made 

we feel happy. 

Thomas ï I really enjoyed the visit to the fire station and the space centre at Jodrell 

bank.  I never thought I would be able to do archery at Hesley Wood.  I felt 

awestruck! 

Holly ï I like Cubs because you play games and work out stuff.  I like the water 

game best when we get wet.  At Cub camp I Loved the slides in the Swimming pool, 

playing with Edward and my other friends. 

Aiden ï My best things in Cubs are camping outdoors, walking in the caves at 

Castlelton and rock climbing. 

Alfie  ï I think Cubs is good because I get badges, meet with my friends and camp 

and have adventures.  I never thought I would ever climb up the big rock in Hesley 

Wood., get a bullôs eye in archery and do rifle shooting.  All these things I did and it 

made me feel proud. 

Adam M  ï I like being a cub because I like to meet new friends and achieve badges.  

At weekend camps we do lots of different things and water activities like canoeing 

and raft building.  My best achievement so far had been to build a fire and manage to 

cook on it. 

Jonty ï I like being a Cub because you go on camps and get badge, I didnôt think I 

would ever do pioneering and felt happy building a huge tower with wood and rope 

at the Silverwood camp. 

Ethan ï I like Cubs because we get to do stuff we have never done before like rifle 

shooting at Walesby, they are real rifles but it is safe because the instructor explains 

the rules and nobody gets shot.  My best game is a water game when we stand in a 

circle and a Cub stands in the middle with a cup of water and when their number is 

called they get the water thrown on them. 
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CHAPELTOWN AERIALS LTD . 
 

Get set for Digital 
 

Our (CAL) Trained (Digital) Engineers can install and Set Up  

Your TV Sets, VCR, DVDs and  

Free View Boxes, and fit Digital TV Aerials. 
 

Multi -room installations, Gale Damage;  

Help with Insurance claims, 

 Priority to the Elderly. 

Next Day Service where possible. 

All our work is Guaranteed. 
 

Call   0114 2455322   or    0771 5506251 
 

 

Charming Holiday Cottage near Filey 
Primrose Valley Road, Sleeps 4 to 6 people  

 

Close to Beach - Safe Parking - Suit walkers 

Well trained dogs welcome - Vacancies most dates 
 

Enquires - Mrs Turner ï Telephone: 0172 351 2713. 

 

Crossword Puzzle - Solution is here. 
  

ACROSS:  1, Also. 3, Offering. 9, The Magi. 10, Rules. 11, Soper. 

12, Help me. 14, Isaac and Jacob. 17, Scorch. 19, In man. 22, Loads. 

23, Inertia. 24, Vicinity. 25, Belt.  

DOWN:  : 1, Artistic. 2, Sleep. 4, Faith in Christ. 5, Enrol. 6, Islamic. 

7, Gasp. 8, Fabric. 13, Abundant. 15, Archaic. 16, Jailer. 18, Resin. 

20, Mitre. 21, Slav. 


