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First Wordsé 
 

¶ Rest And Refreshment ï A Time To Take Stock 

Many people will enjoy their summer holidays in August. Try and take 

stock of where you are in your spiritual life and see if God is calling you 

to something new. He may be calling you into new avenues of ministry. 

He may even be calling you to the ordained life. Sometimes God calls us 

to face daunting challenges, but he always promises to walk alongside us 

wherever we are sent. 

 

¶ Pray For Your Bishops 

Iôd like to invite everyone to pray for their bishops. In this Diocese we are 

blessed by the episcopal ministry of Bishop Steven of Sheffield, Bishop 

Peter of Doncaster and Bishop Glyn of Beverley. They are called to lead 

us in the faith and need our constant prayer to equip them in this task. In 

the Church of England today we are governed by the various synods that 

meet, but let us make no mistake ï we are led by our bishops. 
 

Daniel Hartley 

 

Prayer for August 
 

Lord, as we approach summer holidays of various kinds, we pray for ourselves and 

for our world. 

We thank you for the luxury of holiday, for refreshment and rest from work. 

We pray for those whose lives are made harder and busier by long summer breaks, 

and we pray for those without the luxury of a holiday. 

May your peace be known in their daily life. 

We pray for health, for all whose holiday is an escape from over-busy or unfulfilled 

lives. 

We pray for justice and fairness for those in our world who make a living from the 

tourist industry. 

 

Lord God of Sabbath rest, 

make yourself known to us afresh, 

that all our days may become holy days, 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen 
 

Front Cover ï St Marys ï Lytch Gate - Wedding 

Back Cover ï Alison Hancock & Pupil 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 
 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Nans or Carers 
 

Tea and coffee 

Milk and healthy snacks for children 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Tuesday Afternoons 1.00 pm to 2.30 pm 

Ã2.00 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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The Vicarsô Letter - Solid foundations 
 

This time last year we were enjoying the Olympic Games. Our nation was buoyed by 

the spectacle and by the achievements of the British competitors. When it had 

finished, we asked ourselves about ñsustainabilityò. What would become of the 

legacy. Whilst itôs too early to given a full answer to this, we can certainly see a 

nation that continues to enjoy sporting success. In tennis, Andy Murray has won his 

first Wimbledon. In rugby, the British Lions have triumphed over the Australians. In 

cycling, Chris Froome has repeated the successes of Bradley Wiggins in the Tour de 

France. In cricket, England are 2-0 up in the Ashes series. If you like your sport then 

itôs certainly a good time to be British. 

 

Weôve also been buoyed up by news of the royal birth. A true time of rejoicing! Our 

thoughts and prayers are with the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge as they begin 

their journey into parenthood. 

 

Yet as a nation we still face many challenges in our short to medium term. Those 

longed for ñgreen shootsò of economic recovery are starting to appear, but it is a long 

road ahead. Cabinet Secretary Sir Jeremy Heywood has recently suggested that we 

face a twenty year battle to rebalance the economy away from financial services 

towards manufacturing. 

 

I am no economist, but it would appear that the recent recession has been particularly 

devastating for countries that lack a solid manufacturing base, a solid foundation 

upon which economic life is built. Itôs almost like an economic parable of the wise 

and foolish builder. An economy built upon weak foundations runs along nicely until 

problems occur, but an economy based upon strong foundations can weather the 

storm. When foundations are weak, there are no ñquick-fixò solutions. 

 

As Christians we are called to build our faith upon a solid foundation. In fact we are 

called to allow God to build our faith upon a solid foundation. If our faith lacks this 

depth then we may be able to patch it up from time to time, but when the storm 

comes it will be washed away. 

 

So now is a time to check our foundations. As our nation seeks to rebuild its 

economic foundation, so we too must review our spiritual foundation. In the words of 

St Paul in the Letter to the Romans: 

 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Daniel Hartley 
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Open Day ï Community Garden 
 

The Ecclesfield Park Community Garden Group hosted their 'Open Garden' event on 

14 July. It was a glorious sunny day and the plants in the garden were at their peak. 

Around 100 people attended the event, a third of which were children. 
 

Visitors had the opportunity to look around the garden and see the various fruit, 

flowers and vegetables that were growing. In addition, there was the opportunity to 

plant a Cress head plant pot, put French beans in an observational beaker to watch 

how the roots grow, and buy fresh produce from the raised beds. 
 

Representation from the In Bloom Group, Conservation & Local History Group and 

the 'Street Dusters' (formerly Ecclesfield Scrubbers) were also on site giving 

information to visitors. 
 

Refreshments went down well, especially the Strawberries and Cream. 

The Community Garden group extend their welcome to anyone who would like to 

learn more about gardening, or are able to share their gardening knowledge/skills 

with others, or anyone who just wants come and meet new friends. 
 

During the summer months the Community Garden is open every Wednesday and 

Saturday between 10am to 12 noon. Just bring yourself as all tools etc., are provided. 

The Community Garden is located in Ecclesfield Park, between Ladycroft 

stream/bridge and the back of the Bowling Greens. 

 

We look forward to seeing new members of any age or ability. 

 

For more info contact Angela on 0114 2461095. 
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An Experience of God 
 

A few months ago, we asked if anyone would like to share any experiences or 

stories of their walk with God.  Recently, Kathy Bailey had a beautiful experience 

which was so exciting she wanted to share it.  I was privileged to spend some time 

with Kathy so her story can be shared with you.  One thing I noticed was the joy in 

heart when she shared the experience with me. Her whole face lit up as she 

remembered.  This is Kathyôs story. 
 

It was after a service during Holy Week, she got up to leave and experienced a 

strong fragrance of flowers, roses in fact.  This happened three times over the next 

few minutes.  As was Lent, there were no flowers in church, but more remarkably 

due to Kathyôs Parkinsonôs disease she has had no sense of smell for a number of 

years.  She felt both very excited and confused by the experience. 
 

Kathy finds Holy Week a difficult time, remembering the pain of Jesus on the 

cross.  But as she went home, she felt a deep inner peace, such that she had not 

experience before. 
 

The following day, she went to a Motherôs Union service on the theme of óFlowers 

from Heavenô and as part of the service ladies went up to the Altar to plant red 

roses.  This somehow, confirmed the experience. 
 

She gives thanks and praise to God for this special gift from God at a time when 

she was feeling rather low ï it lifted her mood and anxieties and helped her self-

esteem.  She felt that God was asking her to read parts of the Old Testament, Ruth, 

Esther, Isaiah and the Psalms.  She just wants to read more of the Old Testament 

and listen more attentively to God in the midst of all the busy-ness.  She feels she 

is now able to find a quiet space so she can be close to God.  She added that she 

has never felt as close to God as she does now and it makes her thirst more for 

Godôs word.  In this time she gets a great sense of tranquillity and peace.  Kathy 

also mentioned those beautiful words in Psalm 139: 
 

óFor you created my inmost being; 

you knit me together in my motherôs womb. 

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;  

your works are wonderful,  I know that full well.ô 
 

These have been of great help to her.  She feels more comfortable in who she is 

and her relationship with God. 
 

Thank you Kathy for sharing this with us, I know every time you think about it 

you still feel excited.  It has been a joy and encouragement to me and hopefully 

everyone who reads about it.  We give thanks with you. 

Katharine Lonsborough 
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Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

              Little Fishes Pre -School 
ôQuality Education and Careõ                  . 

            

P Bright, spacious, warm and cle an P Small and friendly P Highly qualified staff  

P Fully enclosed outdoor area P Funding available for 3 and 4 year olds  

P Following the Early  Years Foundation Stage Curriculum  

07407 539191 or 07883 403407  

*  littlefishes@virginmedia.com  

www.littlefishesthorpehesley@wordpress.com  

Paul Askew - Painter & Decorator 
All aspects of decorating undertaken, interior and exterior 

Quality and tidy work assured 

Over 20 yearsô experience 

Beat the Credit Crunch, 5% discount with this advert 

No job too small 

Tel: 0114 240 2027 or 0796 095 8819 

 

  

mailto:littlefishes@virginmedia.com
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The Bishopôs Letter ï August 2013  
  
óRefreshment and Renewalô 

 

Jane and I recently went on a short retreat to El Palmeral a 

retreat and holiday centre in Spain.  It was a relaxing week 

in the sun with time to reflect, pray and listen to God. It 

was also an opportunity to relax and recharge the batteries. 

During the summer months many of you will, I hope, have 

an opportunity to take time out and live life at a different 

pace either through a holiday, retreat or simply by slowing 

down a bit.  All of us need these times if weôre to maintain 

a healthy and balanced physical, psychological and 

spiritual life style. 

 

The biblical theme of refreshing has a variety of physical and spiritual meanings. 

In scripture we read of refreshment by resting on the Sabbath, a regular plan for 

humanity to find rest each week, with cool water following physical activity, by 

soothing music and with encouraging fellowship.  Peter describes a time of 

spiritual renewal and refreshment at Pentecost, Acts 3:19 ñRepent therefore, and 

turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, so that times of refreshing may 

come from the presence of the Lordò. 

 

Taking time out doesnôt come easy for many people. Itôs a constant theme in 

Ministerial Development Reviews.  God desires rest for us because it doesnôt 

come naturally to many. To rest means that we have to trust in God to care of 

things. The trouble is that we think we have to be in control of every aspect of our 

lives and activities.  If one definition of relaxing is to ñbe less firmò then relaxing 

the grip on our own lives and giving them over to God in faith is one of the best 

ways to relax and be refreshed. For Christians, the ultimate rest is found in Jesus.  

He invites all who are ñweary and burdenedò to come to him and cast their cares 

on him (Matt 11:28). Itôs only in him that we find our complete rest. In Christ we 

can experience a time of refreshing and renewal simply by quieting our hearts in a 

time of devotion and prayer and the study of scripture.  When we spend time with 

Jesus we experience his peace that passes all understanding, we receive his joy 

which renews our spirit. 

 

So whatever youôre doing this summer I hope you will not only find physical and 

psychological renewal and refreshment but also time to be with Christ and in him 

find the deep peace of God. 

+Peter 
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