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First Wordsé 
 

¶ Open Gardens ï Weôre holding an ñOpen Gardensò event on 28
th
 and 

29
th
 June. A number of people will be opening their beautiful gardens and 

the Church will be open for refreshment and prayer. The event finishes 

with an ñOpen Gardensò themed Service in Church on the Sunday evening 

at 6.30 pm. 

 

¶ Anniversary Service for the Ordination of Women to the Priesthood, 

Sheffield Cathedral ï On Saturday 14
th
 June, at 11.00 am, thereôs a 

special served to celebrate the 20
th
 Anniversary of the Ordination of 

Women to the Priesthood in the Church of England. Weôll be celebrating 

here in Ecclesfield during June and giving thanks to God for the richness 

of womenôs ministry that we have received over recent years 

  

¶ 10 Days Of Prayer - Between Ascension Day and Pentecost we will again 

be observing 10 days of prayer for the life of this Parish and the Diocese 

of Sheffield. Please take time to read the information in this Magazine and 

online about what we are doing in Ecclesfield. 

Daniel Hartley 

 

Prayer for Month - The Collect for Pentecost 
 

God, who as at this time 

taught the hearts of your faithful people 

by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 

grant us by the same Spirit 

to have a right judgement in all things 

and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 

through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

Front Cover ï May Queen Service 

Back Cover ï Event Adverts 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 
 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers 
 

Refreshments for everyone 

 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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The Vicarsô Letter  

 

Working beyond rhetoric 
 
Election time is always a time when rhetoric abounds. Rhetoric is, after all, the 

art of persuasion. The European and local elections in May were no exceptions. 

Rhetoric abounded and votes were cast. Here in Ecclesfield we voted in two 

United Kingdom Independence Party Candidates (UKIP). 

 

Iôd like to begin by offering words of congratulations to the successful 

candidates, Pauline Andrews and John Booker. I would also like to offer words 

of thanks to the outgoing councillors, Garry Weatherall and Vic Bowden. 

Elections come and go but work, of course, does not. Regardless of political 

persuasion, I believe that we have been well served by Garry and Vic. I would 

encourage our new councillors to pick up the mantle of service and, above all, 

to pick up the mantle of hard work. 

 

Beyond the words of rhetoric, the lot of the politician is hard work. There are 

committees and groups to serve on that can deliver important changes for the 

residents of Ecclesfield. I would encourage our new councillors to get stuck in 

and deliver these changes. I would particularly encourage an attention to those 

most in need and most vulnerable within our communities. The Church should 

not wear political colours, but we do have an interest in political debate and 

action. The Church in Ecclesfield will be looking to its new councillors to be 

agents of cohesion; to support policies that bring stability and nurture families 

and communities. The churches in this area are great repositories of community 

involvement, as are many other community groups. 

 

We have become accustomed to seeing our politicians as ineffective but I do not 

believe that this is the case. Politics can, and does, deliver real change to real 

people. As the then Prime Minister of Prussia and future first Chancellor of 

Germany, Otto von Bismark, said in 1867: ñpolitics is the art of the possibleò. 

For the local politician, searching out the possible begins in engagement with 

the local communities that they serve and ends in a tireless and unceasing 

commitment to improving the lives of those very same people. The rhetoric is 

over ï itôs now time for the hard work. 
Daniel Hartley 
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On The Impossibility of Keeping Silence in Church 
 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

Your remark that you rather liked the silence we keep before starting Services 

gave me pause for thought. I suppose all things are relative. I know that the 

noise your congregation makes before worship resembles a packed stand on the 

football terraces any Saturday afternoon, but the days seem long-gone when I 

could expect our congregation to sit in real silence for ten minutes.  

  

Thereôs the sound of the treasurer counting the previous dayôs jumble sale 

takings, of the ladies at the back asking each other when the fish van will next 

come round,  and of Major Hastingsôs deafening whisper as he comments some 

womenôs choice of hats. Add to this the weekly competition between the 

organist and the bell ringers to see who can make the most noise, the roar from 

the choir vestry as they all complain they donôt like my choice of hymns and the 

sound of books, umbrellas and collection money being dropped. I sometimes 

suspect that an informal rota is arranged whereby people volunteer to drop 

heavy objects in rotation, thus maintaining a constant clatter, for which no 

single person can be held responsible. 

  

There is also the weekly ritual when the verger ï always waiting until the 

church is full ï goes round each microphone, giving them a bash and bellowing 

ñTesting, testingò and relishing the echo as it bounces off the walls. 

  

The only time the noise level drops significantly is if the congregation see Miss 

Simpson sidle up to me to have one of her confidential little chats about 

someone in the village. Everyone knows that her information will provide more 

than enough to keep gossip flourishing for the following week.  

  

Equally, periods of silence during Services are rarely welcomed; some find 

them threatening, but the majority simply assume it means I have lost my place. 

I gave up after one occasion when, on announcing we would say the Lordôs 

Prayer and then leaving a time of silence for recollection, a choirman leaned 

over to me and whispered helpfully: ñIt begins óOur Fatherô é.ò 

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace  



 6 

Ecclesfield In Bloom 
 

Just to keep you up-to-date with what is happening with the above Group. 

 

During 2014 we will not be competing in the Yorkshire in Bloom competition. 

 

This, however, does not mean that planters and floral areas will be left 

unattended.  As you may have noticed every planter has been showing off its 

excellent spring Tulips and Daffodils. 

 

It has been decided that we should have a yearôs sabbatical, consolidate what we 

have and plan for the future.  A further reason was the forthcoming road-

surfacing and pavement improvements, which would mean having to 

temporarily relocate most of the plants and disturb plant management.  

Locations have been allocated and planters will again be filled with summer 

floral displays but this will leave some areas quite barren.  Obviously the 

planters will be replaced on completion of the road works. 

 

An additional grass cutting machine has been purchased, which should make 

life easier for our grass cutters.  In addition to our home grown plants, summer 

plants are being bought and with compost and fertiliser also being purchased, 

significant funding is needed. 

 

We receive some funding from generous local companies and householders. 

The money raised from the Plant sale held on the 17
th
 March amounted to over 

£500 and we would like to thank everyone who supported this event. 

 

A further project is currently in hand concerning ñThe Greenò (i.e. the land 

bordering lower Priory Road and Church Street).  The Group have secured the 

future of the piece of land for the village of Ecclesfield for the next 125 years, 

ensuring that no building-type work can be carried out on it.  To do this we have 

had to form ñEcclesfield in Bloom Limitedò as a legal entity.  We are currently 

waiting to receive documents from Sheffield City Council, and hopefully it 

should be finalised in June or July 2014.  

 

We will keep you up-dated but we are always looking for people to come and 

join the Group.   We meet at ñThe Stocksò on the 1
st
 Tuesday of each month. 

  



 7 

Humour ï Church DIY 
 

Our churchwarden has the courage, but not always the skills, to tackle any DIY 

job that needs doing around the church. For example, in the church shed are still 

pieces of the church lawn mower she once tried to fix. So our vicar wasnôt 

surprised the day he found her in the vestry, attacking the vacuum cleaner with a 

screwdriver. "This thing wonôt cooperate," she complained. 
 

The vicar thought for a moment: "Why donôt you drag it out to the shed and 

show it what you did to the lawn mower?" 

 
 

 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

              Little Fishes Pre -School 
ôQuality Education and Careõ                  . 

            

P Bright, spacious, warm and clean P Small and friendly P Highly qualified staff  

P Fully enclosed outdoor area P Funding available for 3 and 4 year olds  

P Following the Early  Years Foundation Stage Curriculum  

07407 539191 or 07883 403407  

*  littlefishes@virginmedia.com  

www.littlefishesthorpehesley@wordpress.com  

 

  

mailto:littlefishes@virginmedia.com
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The Bishopôs Letter - June 2014  
 

This Month, Bishop Steven Writes: 

  

A Christ-like Church 

  

Five years ago, when I first came to Sheffield, I 

travelled round the Diocese meeting people at a 

series of Deanery events.  People asked me lots of 

questions.  The most frequent one was this: 

ñWhatôs your vision for the Church in this 

diocese?ò 

  

The answer I gave was always the same.  At the 

heart of my vision for the Church is that we should 

become more like Jesus: we are called to be Jesusô 

People and to become a more Christ like church.  

That phrase is at the heart of our Diocesan vision. 

  

But what does that mean?  Five years ago, I explored the theme of being a 

Christ-like church through the lens of the beatitudes in the Sermon on the 

Mount (Matthew 5.1-10).  If we are to be a Christ-like church we must learn to 

be poor in spirit, mourning for the needs of the world, meek, hungry and thirsty 

for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers and willing to be 

persecuted for righteousness sake. 

  

In the second half of our Centenary year, I want us to return to the core of our 

vision to be a Christ-like church.  This time, I want to invite you to explore this 

theme through a different lens: the great ñI amò sayings of St. Johnôs Gospel. 

  

There are seven great sayings and we will explore them at the different 

centenary events, beginning with the Cathedral service on 8th June.  According 

to John, Jesus says, ñI am the bread of lifeò, ñI am the good shepherdò, ñI am 

the door for the sheepò, ñI am the light of the worldò, ñI am the resurrection and 

the lifeò, ñI am the way the truth and the lifeò, and ñI am the vineò.  

  

These are enormous claims made in bold, striking images, rich in allusions to 

the Old Testament scriptures.  No-one else has made such claims in the entire 

history of the world.  
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As the Church in this Diocese we are called to bear witness to this Christ in the 

21st Century, just as those who went before us were called to bear witness in the 

20th Century in these same communities but in very different times.  At the 

heart of our witness, as theirs, is the call to proclaim Jesus Christ and to be like 

him together.  

  

Please do come and join us at the different centenary events.  I am excited at 

what we will learn together about Jesus and what it means to be a Christ-like 

Church as we look back and as we look forward.  Iôm hoping to produce a short 

study guide for Churches to use in the autumn to explore the same themes 

together.  

  

As one old translation of Psalm 95 puts it: 

  

ñCome let us sing for joy to the LORD, let us shout aloud to Jesus our Rockò. 

  

+Steven 

 

 

Justin Martyr (c. 100 ï 165) June 1st - First ever Christian philosopher 

 

Justin Martyr is regarded as the first ever Christian philosopher.   He was born 

at Nablus, Samaria, of parents of Greek origin, and was well educated in 

rhetoric, poetry and history before he turned to philosophy.  He studied at 

Ephesus and Alexandria and tried the schools of the Stoics, the Pythagoreans, 

and the Platonists.  Then in c 130 Justin became a Christian, and never looked 

back.  His long search for truth was satisfied by the Bible, and above all by 

Christ, the Word of God.   

 

This apologist and martyr is known as the most important early óapologistô. He 

went on to offer a reasoned defence for Christianity, explaining that it was the 

fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies.  Justinôs aim was evangelism:  he 

thought that pagans would turn to Christianity if they were made aware of 

Christian doctrine and practice. 

 

Justinôs martyrdom took place in the reign of Marcus Aurelius, along with six 

other believers.  At his trial, whose authentic record survives, he clearly 

confessed his Christian beliefs, refused to sacrifice to the gods, and accepted 

suffering and death.  As he had previously said to the emperor: ñYou can kill us, 

but not hurt us.ò 
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Will You Remember Them ï Sudan 
Pregnant Christian woman could face execution for apostasy in Sudan. 
 

A  Pregnant Christian woman in Sudan could face the death penalty for apostasy 

because she was born to a Muslim father, so is deemed to have left Islam. She has 

also been charged with adultery for marrying a Christian man, which is illegal for a 

Muslim woman according to sharia law.   
 

Meriam Yahia Ibrahim (27), who is due to give birth within weeks has been detained 

since Feb. Her 20-month-old son, Martin Wani, is in jail with her. She has suffered 

beatings, emotional abuse and pressure to convert to Islam, and been denied medical 

care and visitors while in jail.  Meriam was charged with apostasy and adultery on 4
th
 

March after a man who said he was a relative brought a case against her and her 

husband, Daniel Wani. Apostasy is officially punishable by death in Sudan, while 

adultery carries a penalty of 100 lashes.  A rights worker for Justice Center Sudan in 

Khartoum said:     ñWe are fighting for Meriamôs life, freedom and fair treatment. 

According to the law, if she had been a Muslim she should be killed soon after she 

gives birth to her child.ò  Meriam and Daniel met at church and were married in 

2012. Daniel, who is from South Sudan but holds US citizenship, has been accused of 

converting Meriam from Islam. His passport has been confiscated, and he has been 

forbidden from travelling.    
 

Meriam was born to a Christian mother and Muslim father, the latter left when she 

was 6years old, and she was raised as a Christian.  Under Islamic law, which is being 

strengthened in Sudan following the secession of the mainly Christian South in 2011, 

the child of a Muslim is considered a Muslim, even if the other parent is not. So 

Meriam is considered to have left Islam, even though she never practiced it.  And as 

marriage between a Muslim woman and a non-Muslim man is not permitted under 

sharia law, Meriam and Danielôs union is not legally recognized: hence the charge of 

adultery. Their marriage may be annulled. The authorities have refused to let him care 

for his son while his wife is in jail because he is a Christian.  He says that he has been 

unable to obtain any help from the US Embassy in Khartoum despite the fact that he 

and his son hold American citizenship. Three witnesses have already testified in court 

to Meriam's lifelong Christian faith, but at a hearing on 18
th
 April, the court requested 

more witnesses to testify that she had never practiced Islam.  No one has been 

executed for apostasy in Sudan in nearly 30years, but President Omar Hassan al-

Bashir  has repeatedly stated his intentions to make the country ñ100% Islamicò 

following the independence of South Sudan, making converts more vulnerable than 

ever. 
 

Please Pray That: 

¶ Meriam, Daniel and Martin may know the strength, peace and protection that 
comes from God.            

¶ That a quick and just solution be found for this familyôs situation.  

JD   
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