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First Wordsé 
 

¶ Ash Wednesday Service. There will be a service of Holy Communion at 

St. Maryôs on Ash Wednesday, 10
th
 February at 7.30pm, to mark the 

beginning of Lent. 

 

¶ Lent Evenings. Each Wednesday during Lent we will meet together in 

church for a short time of worship and reflection, beginning on 

Wednesday 17
th
 February at 7.30pm. All are welcome. 

 

¶ Lent Lunches will be available on Fridays in church, after Coffee Shop, 

beginning on 19
th
 February. Please come and join us for a lunch of soup, 

and a drink and cake if you wish! All proceeds will go to Christian Aid. 

 

¶ Ignatian Evening. This will be on 22
nd

 February at 7.30pm in church. 

 

Please continue to pray for all at St. Maryôs as we continue in interregnum. 

 

Stephanie Dale 

 

 
 
 

 

Prayer for the month 

 
A Prayer for the season of Lent 

  

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christôs sufferings, 

and by following his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Front Cover ï The Common Snowdrop - Galanthus nivalis - Wikipedia 

Back Cover ï Lent Lunches Poster 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers 
 

Refreshments for everyone 

 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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Thought for the month 
 

Our Christmas preparations and celebrations are now a memory, but last December 

and early January brought more than the joy of Christmas. Many could not enjoy the 

season at all because of the floods in and around their homes, and even worse the 

man-made horrors and disasters that continue abroad. 

 

Even without these terrible onslaughts the winter can seem long and arduous, but 

now at least we can begin to feel the changes in the gradual lengthening of daylight 

hours as we approach the season of Lent. 

 

Lent means lengthen. Lent is the period of 40 days in the Christian calendar before 

Easter. 40 days because of the 40 days when Christ went into the wilderness to 

prepare for his ministry, and was tempted by Satan. Lent is still marked by some with 

fasting and by many as a season of reflection and preparation before we celebrate 

Easter. The 40 days excludes Sundays and follows Shrove Tuesday, (pancake day), 

when traditionally we can have a feast to use up all the richer foodstuffs, the fats ï 

hence óMardi Grasô, (Fat Tuesday)! 

 

Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, which is on 10
th
 February this year, thatôs the 7

th
 

Wednesday before Easter. It is traditionally when Christians enter a period of 

penance and self-control. Lent was a season that all Christian people recognised and 

did something about, but today it is not so easily acknowledged, and often ignored. 

On Ash Wednesday in church we will join together in a service to begin this season 

of Lent, and ashes mixed with oil will be used to mark the sign of the cross on our 

foreheads. The ashes are the burnt remains of last yearôs Palm crosses and are 

symbolic to mark our penitence and mortality. 

 

Lent is not about anything extraordinary, indeed it is about our being ordinary. It is a 

time for self-appraisal, a healthy realisation about ourselves. Itôs about making a fresh 

start, about trying again with sincerity, about facing the challenges of our Christian 

lives. Itôs about being honest and dependable, loving and giving, in fact being Christ-

like. Itôs about connecting with others and especially about getting closer to God.  

 

To do these things Lent may mean we take a good look at ourselves and see if we 

need to address any issues and make any changes. Most of us consider giving up 

excesses during Lent -  like chocolate, biscuits or cake, those extras we indulge in but 

donôt really need, and that is a part of Lent but Iôd like to encourage not only ógiving-

upô something, but actually just ógivingô something, and taking on once again a 

deeper commitment to Christian principles. 

 

Many people, even today, have nothing they can give because they themselves 

havenôt enough, they go hungry. Christ suffered and died for justice on earth, and in 

Lent we focus on who we follow and why we follow him. May I suggest this Lent we 
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find something we can spare and give it up lovingly to those who have nothing to 

spare. 

 

The prophet Isaiah wrote almost 3000 years ago, 

 

 óIs not this the kind of fasting I have chosenéé.to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelterô. (Isaiah 58:6-7), and Jesus identified 

with the needy when he said, 

 

óFor I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me inô. (Matthew 25:35). 

 

Remembering Christôs 40 days in the wilderness as he prepared for his ministry, may 

we in this season of lent focus on the state of our world, where good and evil 

continue to face each other, and let us pray for discernment to know what is right, and 

the courage to do what is right, in the name of Christ. Amen. 

                                                                      

Stephanie  Dale  

 
 

A Special Report on The Childrenôs Society at St. Maryôs 
 

2015 has been a very good year in Ecclesfield; people have helped enormously 

through filing their boxes, supporting our Coffee Morning not forgetting the 

special Christingle Service before Christmas.  This has helped us to raise more 

than £1800 a wonderful effort this year. 

 

The Childrenôs Society sent us this letter for all box holders:- 

 

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōƻȄ 
collections.  Everyone at your Box Network deserves a huge thank you for 
faithfully collecting throughout the year.  In fact it is thanks to supporters like 
you that we have been able to extend our work to teenagers who are at risk of 
ŀōǳǎŜΣ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ȅŜŀǊs are often when they are most vulnerable and 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ƎƻΦέ 
 

In December our Christingle team made 164 Christingle Oranges for the Annual 

Service which raised £331.57p for the Society a big thank you to everyone who 

helped in any way. 

Pat Blackburn 
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On the art of drinking well 
The Rectory  

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

You closed you last letter with the remark that it was time to retire to bed with a cup 

of cocoa. That may be all very well for the pious intensity of a theological college - 

although a stiff whisky was always acceptable in my day - but it is not a style to 

continue once in the parish. I do feel obliged to give you a few hints about what 

should and should not be drunk in public as a parish priest. 

 

Morning visits are to be discouraged, but if one is unavoidable, and you are invited to 

have a drink, then it has to be coffee. It is the only time of day when a mug is 

acceptable - provided, of course, that it is china. In the afternoons one changes to tea, 

but only from cups. Blended varieties may be all very well for Curates in their first 

year, but it should be Darjeeling for an incumbent. Fruit teas are for Quakers only.  

 

If an inappropriate vessel is offered, then the drink should be accepted, but left 

untouched. Since the visit will be discussed in the finest detail throughout the parish 

the moment you have left, your host will soon learn why and not make the same error 

a second time. It is for the same reason that if you ever want to circulate a piece of 

news round the parish as quickly as possible, never put it in the parish magazine, just 

mention it casually during one of your visits. Everyone will know by tea time. 

 

Alcoholic drinks must be carefully judged. A sherry - dry, naturally - is probably best 

if you are invited to lunch. In the early evening a gin and tonic would be the drink of 

choice. To ask for whisky would indicate that you are about to go over to Rome, and 

a mineral water that you have your roots in non-conformity. Beer is never drunk in 

someoneôs house unless you suffer from some personal tragedy, such as being the 

diocesan youth chaplain. 

 

However an occasional beer in the pub with the bell-ringers (who will be real ale 

fanatics to a man) or after choir practice - which seems to be the real purpose of 

holding practices anyway - or as a treat for the sacristan, will show you are a man of 

the people. It is some years since I visited the pub. 

 

Understanding wine should be taught at every theological college as an essential part 

of the ministry. Develop a taste for claret, dear boy, and you will be starting your 

journey towards high office. 

 

And perhaps you should give that tin of cocoa to the verger. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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The Pheasant 
59 Station Lane - Oughtibridge - S35 0HS 

Call in for a warm welcome and meet Ali & Jo 
Open 12 till 12 Sunday - Thursday & 12 till 1am Friday & Saturday 

Full menu available daily 12-7pm - Catering available on request 

Happy hour Monday-Friday 5pm-7pm 

 

Entertainment most Saturdays - Quiz night on Thursday at 9pm - Pool night on Mondays 

Free Wi-Fi - Facebook The Pheasant Oughtibridge - Twitter @thepheasants35 

Contact us by Email abrookes67@gmail.com or Tel: 07941 302865 

 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

NORTH SHEFFIELD PHYSIOTHERAPY 
Dave Doherty MCSP 

Westfield Approved - Home Visits Available 

Clinic: Grenoside Surgery, 60 Greno Crescent, S35 8NX 

Tel: 0114 240 0677 

Mob: 0755 144 6249         
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Bishop's Letter 
Posted by Bishop Steven Croft on 12th January 2016 
 

David Bowie, Lazarus and resurrection 
 

Along with thousands of others around the world I was moved 

yesterday by the news of death of David Bowie.  My condolences 

and prayers go to his family and his close friends. 

 

As many others have said, his songs are part of the soundtrack of my life and my 

generation, especially those from the 1970ôs and 1980ôs.  I was 15 when Ziggy Stardust 

was released: the Jean Genie, Rebel Rebel, Suffragette City, Life on Mars, Drive in 

Saturday and many others run around in my mind without invitation.  

 

The many tributes in the media yesterday helped me to realize the breadth and power of 

Bowieôs contribution to the world.  He helped us grapple with the mysteries of life and 

love and joy. 

 

I was drawn by, Lazarus, the title of the song he released on Friday.  Itôs not the first 

time that death has featured in his songs.  One of the things which makes Space Oddity a 

great song is what happens to Major Tom.  Ashes to Ashes takes its title from the 

funeral service.  Ziggy Stardust ends with death as a consequence of fame: ñWhen the 

kids had killed the man I had to break up the bandò.  

 

But Lazarus is different.  Tony Visconti describes the Blackstar album as a parting gift.  

The songôs theme is death and dying. I hear it first as a reminder to everyone of 

mortality.  Death is one of the last great taboos of the modern age.  Hundreds of years 

ago, people would keep a human skull in the hearth to remind them of the precious gift 

of life and the reality of death.  Lazarus is David Bowieôs momento mori: a reminder 

that we will all die.  

 

The song and the film are about wrestling and struggling with death: a raging against the 

dying of the light.  Bowie seems to be reaching out for something beyond but not quite 

able to grasp it.  ñLook up here Iôm in heavenò he begins.  ñIôm so high it makes my 

brain whirlò. In one scene we see him dancing, celebrating still the joy of life on the 

threshold of eternity.  

 

Lazarus reminds me of the frustration with death in the Old Testament.  This life is so 

good and textured.  Surely there is something more.  The prophet Isaiah speaks of the 

shroud of death cast over all peoples.  Ecclesiastes talks about God putting a sense of 

eternity into human minds ï we reach for something but canôt grasp it.  

 

In the video, David Bowie seems to be reaching out for life on the very threshold of 

death.  Lazarus is the name of a man in the Gospel of John.  He dies in the prime of life. 

Then he is set free by Jesus when he has been in the tomb for three days. 
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In Johnôs gospel the raising of Lazarus is part of a bigger and greater story: the story of 

the gift of Jesus Christ to the world to bring life.  Jesus died but he was raised from 

death on the third day.  In Christ, God offers resurrection, a new beginning and new life 

to everyone.  

 

I hope that this David Bowieôs final song, Lazarus will help many people think afresh 

about mortality: about the reality of death, the struggle and the joy.  

 

I hope that those who hear it will ponder the story of the original Lazarus, the 

resurrection of Jesus and all that the life of Jesus Christ means for the life of the world.  

 

Everything changes with the belief that Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  I look at my 

own death in a different way and the death of those close to me.  The whole of my 

perspective on life is transformed. 

 

Thank you, David, for the music and for this final song.  Rest in peace. 

 

David Bowie's Lazarus video can be viewed via this link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-JqH1M4Ya8&feature=youtu.be 
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Will You Remember Them ï February 
 

North Korea 

A Life of Hard Labour: A Pastorôs Sentence 
 

Lim Hyeun-soo, a Korean - Canadian pastor from Toronto, has been sentenced 

to a life of hard labour for numerous charges - including attempting to 

overthrow the government and establish a religious state in North Korea. 

 

Pastors like Lim, who have seen so much of how North Korea treats its 

prisoners, believe it will be unlikely for him to return home any time soon.  

Pastor Lim, aged 60, has travelled to North Korea over 100 times to do 

humanitarian work. Though he was not involved in the countryôs underground 

churches, the harsh sentencing has come after several of months crackdowns on 

Christians by the North Korean regime.  

 

Sources in North Korea have confirmed that, in the recent crackdowns, 

Christians have been murdered and others have been incarcerated in prisons and 

labour camps. In both detention facilities, people are starved, tortured and the 

death rate is extremely high. 

 

Christianity is seen as a threat to the North Korean regime: They believe 

Christians spy for the enemy, meet in secret and, at most, only give lip service 

to the North Korean government. Such disloyalty deserves severe punishment. 

Despite this tragic arrest and others, the church has survived almost 70 years of 

severe persecution. Between 200,000 and 400,000 Christians still secretly 

profess their faith. 

 

Please Pray 

 

¶ For Pastor Lim and his family, that they will be strengthened and 

comforted by God, and that Pastor Lim may be freed. 

¶ For tens of thousands of Christians incarcerated in North Korean camps 

and for the underground church, that they will feel Godôs protection and 

that they will shine like lights to those who do not know Christ.  

¶ That Kim Jong ï Un and the North Korean regime will come to know 

Godôs love and power.  

¶ Amen. 

JD  
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Happy Birthday to Mothersô Union!  
 

2016 will see the worldôs largest lay-

Christian membership charity, Mothersô 

Union, mark 140 years of faithful outreach 

to families of all faiths and none. Since 

1876, when Mary Sumner first brought 

together parents in her own Hampshire 

parish to build their confidence in bringing 

up their children, it has grown to an 

organisation of over four million women ï 

and men ï in over 80 countries of the 

world.  

 

Why celebrate 140
th
, rather than wait for 150

th
? In the first book of Samuel he 

marks an unlooked for victory against the mighty Philistines by erecting a stone, 

naming it ñEbenezerò meaning ñstone of helpò as a permanent reminder of the 

leading and guidance of God ñThus far has the Lord helped usò.   

 

Over the past 140 years, Mothersô Union has faced, and will continue to face, 

many challenges. Family life is under increasing pressure and the call on 

charitable resources is higher today than ever before. But we can look at how 

we are meeting these challenges and say, like Samuel, ñThus far has the Lord 

helped us.ò  

 

Special anniversary services and celebration events are planned during the year, 

including a Celebration Service in Winchester Cathedral on the 22
nd

 September; 

returning full-circle to where Mothersô Union was founded. New service 

resources for Mothering Sunday, Lady Day (4
th
 April) and Mary Sumner Day 

(9
th
 August), are available on Mothersô Unionôs website to enable churches to 

join us and hold their own celebratory events.  

 

For more information contact a member 

of St. Maryôs Mothersô Union: 

Maureen Lambert - Branch Leader 

Tele: 2469690 

Norma Priest ï Secretary 

Tele: 2461729 

Stephanie Hartshorne ï Treasurer 

Tele: 2459435 
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