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First Words

As usualDecembers averybusymonthatStMa r y 6 s .
We beginwith the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 1st Decemberin the GattyHall andChurch.

Thenon Sunday 2nd Decemberwe will hold avery specialserviceof Advent Carols at 10am

Our Christmasservicesand eventsbegin on Sunday 9th December. After the 10am servicefrom
11.30to 12.30we will be havingChristmas Crafts aimedat PrimarySchoolagechildren.Parentsand
guardiansarewelcometo stayfor refreshments(tea,coffeeandcake!),andseewhattheir childrenare
up to! For more information see StephanieDale. At 6.00pm also on the 9th Decemberwe will be
hostingthe annualCommunity Carols aroundthe Treein the Churchyard.

On Sundayl6th Decemberat 4pm we haveour popularChristingle Service,raisingfundsfor The
Chi | dSoaety.d s

On Monday 17th Decemberat 7pm we are pleasedo welcomeEcclesfield High Schoolfor their
Christmas concert.

And on Tuesday 18th Decemberat 2pm Key StageTwo childrenfrom Ecclesfield Primary School
will bein Churchfor their Christmas Carol Service.

Thereis achangeof keyon Friday 21stDecemberat 7pm with the Serviceof the LongestNight.

On Christmas Eve, Monday 24th Decemberat 4pm we will be holding our Crib Service and at
6.30pmit is the Festival of Nine Lessonsand Carols.

Finally, on Christmas Day, Tuesday25th Decemberon JesusBirthdaywe will celebrateanAll Age
Eucharist at 10am.

Thereis somethingfor everyone.Could I encourageyou to pray aboutall of theseevents,and also
think aboutwho you caninvite to oneof thesespecialservices.

Januaryis usuallya quiet monthin theC h u r caler@arputtherearesomeeventso takenoteof.

OnMonday 7th Jan at 7.30pmwe havethefirst PCC Meeting of 2019.
On Wednesday9th Jan at 1.30it istheMo t h éJnien@®GM in the Gatty Hall, andon Wed 23rd
Jan at 12.30thereistheannualM o t h ©mioa @hristmad.unch.

On Monday?28th Janat 7.30pmthe EcclesfieldCommunityforumwill meetatthe GattyHall (TBC)

Pleasenotethatfrom Sunday 13th to Sunday20th Jan StMa r wid beholdinga Prayer Week. As
partof this weektherewill beatime of Reflection,WorshipandWaiting on God held on Wednesday
16th Jan 2.30 - 4pm. It is an invitation to pray for our Church,i t missionand ministry at the
beginningof the New Year.More detailssoon.

Godbless,
Tim

P

FrontCoverg Poinsettia-The plant's association with Christmas began in-tétitury Mexico, where legend tells of a girl, commonly
called Pepita or Maria, who was too poor to provide a gift for the celebration of Jesus' birthday and was inspired bioagatirege
weeds fron the roadside and place them in front of the church altar. Crimson blossoms sprouted from the weeds and became poir
From the 17th century, Franciscan friars in Mexico included the plants in their Christmas celebrations:shapsthteaf patteris said
to symbolize the Star of Bethlehem, and the red colour represents the blood sacrifice through the crucifixiorPRéfolesusScott
Bauer
Back Coveg Carols around the Christmas Tree Poster
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Thoughtfor theMonth

Decembeis thetime whenwe preparefor Christmasin Churchit meansdecoratingandcarol
servicesAt homeit meansuying present@andsendingcards;decoratingandpreparingspecial
food. We haveparties, we makea point of visiting family andfriends.Somuchto do. Somany
mince pies.Solittle time.

Little wonder then that Advent is in danger of being swallowed up by the Christmas
preparationsAnd thatis a pity, becausédventis alsoatime to preparefor Christmasputin a
different way. It is an opportunityto prepareourselvesto celebratethe greatmysteryat the
heartof our faith: thatin Jesusdornto Mary andJosephn BethlehemGod comesamongusas
oneof us,asour hiddensaviour.

In Jesuswve seethe truth of God; we seeGod asHe hasrevealedHimself. Thatis why Johnin
his Gospelcalls Him the Word of God. In the babylaid in the mangerandin the manthatthe
babygrewinto, GodshowsHimselfto us.

Jesushasbeencalledthei U n e x pGeocdthecdusde did not meetthe expectation®of the
peopleof His day. Many of the prophecieghat peoplethoughtappliedto the Messiahwerenot
fulfilled in JesusjnsteadHe fulfilled hopesandpromiseshatno onebeforeHim everthought
appliedto G o dpgFosnisedKing.

Peopleexpecteda powerful war-like king who would bring judgementand punishmenbn the
peopleandonthenations.Ma | a wikion &asof the Messiahwho would comeasar e f i
fire purifying G o d peeaple(Malachi3:1-3).

InsteadGod cameas a powerless,vulnerablechild. He would purify the people by carrying
their sin andguilt. Jesusvasforcedto endureimperfectandunjusthumanjudgementEvenas
a child He hadto endurethe murderougealousyof Herod,becomingarefugeein Egyptbefore
He wastwo yearsold.

In Jesuswve aresurprisedoy the humility andthelove andthe mercyof Godé for us.He came
astheprinceof peaceandasEmmanuelthe child who would bring reconciliationandhealing.

| invite you in all of the busynesgo takeallittle time this Advent,to pauseandto remembethe
heartand soul of our faith. That God is asHe is in JesusAs we tell the familiar story of the
child bornin the stableandlaid in the mangerworshippedoy shepherdandhuntedby a king,
remembethatthis child is God. God comeamongus. God cometo find us. God cometo bring
peaceamongusandto reconcileeveryoneof usto the Father.

Jesusvasthe Messiahthatno oneexpectecandvery few wanted but He is the Messiahthatwe
all need.He is the Christ, our saviourandour lord, seekingout the lost. He is JesusGod with
us.

Amen.
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God and The Arts

Editor: For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is exploring symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of
OHe gave us e-y€aalan atist's eadvitytinlfBarceldna

In January we began this course exploring si
and symbols with the Cross: a sign of death,
also a sign of victory. We end the year with a s
that proclaims birth and new life: the crib @
Christmas. In December cribs will be set up
churches, hoes, villages and town centres. It iS'c§.
tradition that goes back to the nativity scene igsg"i
cave outside Greccio in ltaly on Christmas Eye§:
1223.

St Francis of Assisi invited all the people to a service there to remind them of a truth t
had either forgtten or neglected: that Love came down at Christmas. We are told that
they looked inside the cave and saw the crib with the ox and ass, St Francis prayec
took up the infant Christ i n his ar ms.
avulnerable baby needing affection and care.

The simplicity and the beauty of that nativity scene is portrayed in this 12th centt
painting by an anonymous Catalan artist in a museum in Barcelona. Cribs were o
very elaborate and ornate creationseiglled and decorated with episodes from our
Lordds | ife. Here the scene is ordinar
Mary and the Chris€hild may look a little odd, but the artist and St Francis are at one
proclaiming a sign of life ahlove in this birth.

Each Christmas we are called to kneel before the crib with the animals and the sheph
A 13th century Franciscan invites us t
delight in Him. 6 May wthe rewbern lbaheas Wweilogkhnto
the crib, and may we delight to offer our hearts and lives in His service.

e -7 - e N
CHRISTMAS IS THE CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS, THE SAVIOUR OF MANKIND
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Peter Haigh & Sons
Funeral Directors

An independent family business serving all areas of Sheffield, Barnsley and
Rotherham. Having over 35 years’ experience in the funeral profession

99 Cross Hill

J Ecclesfield
FUNERALS Sheffield

S35 9WR
Tel: 0114 245 7913
www. peterhaighandsons.co.uk

See our informative website for information regarding how we can help, and what we can
offer you, in your time of need

Our Simple Dignified Funeral. Hearse, limousine and coffin £1, 600, plus third-party costs
(Disbursements)

‘Let our family look after yours’

Ecclesfi el d Chur

The Gatty MeémoRomHc Hladdf i e

A traditional pl aygroup good fun
Mums, Dads-Raenfdr eGahrneernst s f or eve
Everyone welcome, come al ong

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thu
A20 2per session
For more infor matMresn Amine dHsae kted It e g HOd

r

The Gatty Memorial Hall

Priory Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield S35 9XY
Phone: 0114 246 3993

Accommodation now available for booking
Groups A Meet Fungisns A Act |




St James the Least of Al

On two wise men, one thredegged sheep and a tipsy tree
The Rectory,
My dear Nephew Darren. St. James the Least

It really is time to get some new figures for the crib. After a series of accidents over the ye
we are now down to two wise men, two shepherds, and oneldyged sheep that only
remains upright if it is leaning against a shepherd.

Joseph, havingden obliged to stand outside the shelter of the stable for the last four decade
now comprehensively veneered with bat droppings. In a rather desperate effort to enlarge
rather frugal cast, Miss Timmins hit on the idea of introducing charactensfrt he ¢ h
Easter garden. This would have all been very well if both sets of figures had been to the
scale, but we now have the shepherds apparently being threatened by two ten feet rabbits.

One of our local farmers | am sure very kindly med i donated far more straw for the stable
than was necessary. Our decorators, refusing to let his generosity go to waste, used the lo
result is that Mary and Joseph stand up to their waists, looking as if they are being engulfed
straw snow drif The crib, along with baby Jesus, has disappeared entirely. The latter is
entirely to be regretted, since no one can now see that Jesus has no nose and only one a
result of one of our chil dren dviceppi ng Hi

| am sure your ecologically appropriate Christmas tree, madeaykcted dustbin liners will be
much appreciated by your congregation, knowing that they are saving the planet for fu
generations. We however remain traditional, with a tree aldagated by the local squire from
his estate, even if it is at the cost of adding another degree to global warming. Not only do
look more fitting, but it gives our verger something to do on twelfth night, as he sweeps
several hundredweight of pimeedles.

| sometimes wonder if it is entire coincidence that the tree is always delivered by the estate
on a day when there has been torrential rain in the area. Carrying it into church up the
makes it look as if the parting of the Red Sealhass uccessfully taken
The major problem every year is getting the wretched thing to stand upright in the sanctual
takes so long that | sometimes feel it would be quicker-aliga all the church pillars to the
same angle abe tree itself.

Last yeard0s decision to have tree |lights
members who stared at them for too long while singing carols tended to fail altough |
suspect that Maj or Crighing thes midnigha ®ervicei wias/for tather
different reasons. Not using flashing lights this year, the Major will have to find a differe
excuse.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace



Mothers' Union

We enjoyed a wonderful illustrated talk by the Rev. Gordon Taylor, our Chaplain, about his collect
of Nativity Cribs which he had collected over the years. The tradition of having a crib began in 12
with St. Francis trying to show the village peopl@nhit really happened and how poor Mary and
Joseph were. Jesus being born in a cave/stable with animals around and. the shepherds (who we
outcasts of the village) receiving the message first and being welcomed in to €beish€hild. This
scene inspired many down the ages to make their own cribs and to make them as best they coulc
whatever materials they had. Often, they would make models of people in their villages showing
all were welcome at the crib, there could be th&eb, the woodman, the blacksmith, women and
children.

The figures in the crib scenes became more stylised as time werllary was shown in blue (the
most expensive dye known) on her cloak, Joseph had a beard and staff and the baby in hay ina m
or cradle. It was interesting to see changes in skin colour, there were other features and other an
as the idea spread around the world.

We also admired the materials used in different countri&sile used copper, China painted pictures
on the figues on the main characters, in Peru Jesus had a little woolly hat just like everyone wore.
crib figures from Bethlehem were made from beautiful figured olive wood which we would have lov:
to touch and feel. Many were of wood and clay but all withaitiéty to tell the story of the Messiah's
birth and so obviously made with love and care and to the best of their akiktyvondered how the
people of Austria managed to get theirs into a matchbox!

As our thoughts turn to Christmas and the greatesy €in earth perhaps if you have crib scene it
might take pride of place amid all the decorations and cards this year.

God bless you all from the Mothers' Union

The Chil drends Soci ety

December iI's the most wonder f ulup @d down theocountry h
Churctes, school s, and childrenb6és organisations
extra special as it is the B@nniversary of Christingle.

Christingle was established by the Moravian Church in 1747 am& sy | of Christ o
The Childrends Society adopted it i n 1968 a
event.

The Christingle itself is made up of a lighted candle or glow stick (symbolising Jesus, the Light of
World) mouned on an orange (representing the world). A red ribbon or tape around the middle of
orange (indicating the blood of Christ) with four cocktail sticks bearing dried fruit and sweets
signify the four seasons and the fruits of the earth. These aga gt to the children during the
service.

Here at St . Marybds the Christingle Se
pennies in wil./ have gone out to t
child whowould like one please ask at church.

Continues on pagé8



Andrew Jones
Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort

Kinetic Clinic
The Old Griffin Pub
8 Townend Road

Ecclesfield
British Mob: 0753 806 5665
Acupuncture %] andrewjoneshealth@gmail.cor

Council Member

(ot

www.acupunctureandmassage.net

LJ Piano Lessons LJ

Take Exams or plafor fun.
Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome.
Alison Hancock ( 0114 245 2780

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Established 1990ur reputation is built on Quality and Value for money

Door to Door Luxury Coach HolidayScenic Weekend Breaks
Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire
114 Tunwell Avenue Ecclesfield- Sheffield- S5 9FG

( (0114) 245 4519 Mob. 07831 192631
Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk




The Black Bull 3

18 Church street, Ecclesfield, S35 9WE
Email: junealdridge@live.co.uk - Tel: 0770 720 4320

Function Room Hire

Parties, Christenings, Funerals or Meetings

Please call in for details or find us on Facebook

A. J.Hurdley Opticians

NHS and Private EyExaminations

Spectacles at Sensible Prices
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA
( 0114 246 8127
TransitiGns

e enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk

Retired Doctor needs someone
to take him to Grenoside post
office, to pick up his morning
paper, and have a natter with.

Our lovely clients are looking for mature, like-
minded, caring individuals for support and
companionship at home.

If you have a couple of hours to spare®, apply today, to
become a Home Instead CAREGiver and enjoy a
rewarding part-time career. No previous care experience
is required as we provide full induction training. Age is no
barrier as our oldest CAREGiver is in their 70’s.

*2-16 hours available per week *car driver desirable

«

¢ Home. Find out more at:
‘ ‘I‘I]S(t)ead www.homeinstead.co.uk/sheffieldnorth

Eeran© o cai: 01 14 246 9666
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