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First Words 
 

As usual December is a very busy month at St Maryôs. 

We begin with the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 1st December in the Gatty Hall and Church. 
 

Then on Sunday 2nd December we will  hold a very special service of Advent Carols at 10am. 
 

Our Christmas services and events begin on Sunday 9th December. After the 10am service from 

11.30 to 12.30 we will  be having Christmas Crafts aimed at Primary School age children. Parents and 

guardians are welcome to stay for refreshments, (tea, coffee and cake!), and see what their children are 

up to! For more information see Stephanie Dale. At 6.00pm also on the 9th December we will  be 

hosting the annual Community Carols around the Tree in the Churchyard. 
 

On Sunday 16th December at 4pm we have our popular Christingle Service, raising funds for The 

Childrenôs Society. 
 

On Monday 17th December at 7pm we are pleased to welcome Ecclesfield High School for  their  

Christmas concert. 
 

And on Tuesday 18th December at 2pm Key Stage Two children from Ecclesfield Primary  School 

will  be in Church for their Christmas Carol Service. 
 

There is a change of key on Friday  21st December at 7pm with the Service of the Longest Night. 
 

On Christmas Eve, Monday 24th December at 4pm we will  be holding our Crib  Service and at 

6.30pm it  is the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. 
 

Finally, on Christmas Day, Tuesday 25th December on Jesus Birthday we will  celebrate an All  Age 

Eucharist at 10am. 
 

There is something for everyone. Could I encourage you to pray about all of these events, and also 

think about who you can invite to one of these special services. 
 

January is usually a quiet month in the Churchôs calendar, but there are some events to take note of. 
 

On Monday 7th Jan at 7.30pm we have the first PCC Meeting of 2019. 

On Wednesday 9th Jan at 1.30 it is the Mothersô Union AGM  in the Gatty Hall, and on Wed 23rd 

Jan at 12.30 there is the annual Mothersô Union Christmas Lunch. 
 

On Monday 28th Jan at 7.30pm the Ecclesfield Community forum will  meet at the Gatty Hall (TBC) 
 

Please note that from Sunday 13th to Sunday 20th Jan St Maryôs will  be holding a Prayer Week. As 

part of this week there will  be a time of Reflection, Worship and Waiting on God held on Wednesday 

16th Jan 2.30 - 4pm. It is an invitation to pray for our Church, itôs mission and ministry at the 

beginning of the New Year. More details soon. 
 

God bless, 

Tim 

 
 

 

Front Cover ς Poinsettia -The plant's association with Christmas began in 16th-century Mexico, where legend tells of a girl, commonly 

called Pepita or Maria, who was too poor to provide a gift for the celebration of Jesus' birthday and was inspired by an angel to gather 

weeds from the roadside and place them in front of the church altar. Crimson blossoms sprouted from the weeds and became poinsettias. 

From the 17th century, Franciscan friars in Mexico included the plants in their Christmas celebrations. The star-shaped leaf pattern is said 

to symbolize the Star of Bethlehem, and the red colour represents the blood sacrifice through the crucifixion of Jesus. Photo by Scott 

Bauer 
Back Cover ς Carols around the Christmas Tree Poster  
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Thought for the Month  

December is the time when we prepare for Christmas. In Church it means decorating and carol 

services. At home it means buying presents and sending cards; decorating and preparing special 

food. We have parties, we make a point of visiting family and friends. So much to do. So many 

mince pies. So little time. 

 

Little wonder then that Advent is in danger of being swallowed up by the Christmas 

preparations. And that is a pity, because Advent is also a time to prepare for Christmas, but in a 

different way. It is an opportunity to prepare ourselves to celebrate the great mystery at the 

heart of our faith: that in Jesus born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, God comes among us as 

one of us, as our hidden saviour. 

 

In Jesus we see the truth of God; we see God as He has revealed Himself. That is why John in 

his Gospel calls Him the Word of God. In the baby laid in the manger and in the man that the 

baby grew into, God shows Himself to us. 

 

Jesus has been called the ñUnexpected God;ò because He did not meet the expectations of the 

people of His day. Many of the prophecies that people thought applied to the Messiah were not 

fulfilled  in Jesus; instead He fulfilled  hopes and promises that no one before Him ever thought 

applied to Godôs promised King. 

 

People expected a powerful war-like king who would bring judgement and punishment on the 

people and on the nations. Malachiôs vision was of the Messiah who would come as a refinerôs 

fire purifying Godôs people (Malachi 3:1-3). 

 

Instead God came as a powerless, vulnerable child. He would purify the people by carrying 

their sin and guilt. Jesus was forced to endure imperfect and unjust human judgement. Even as 

a child He had to endure the murderous jealousy of Herod, becoming a refugee in Egypt before 

He was two years old. 

 

In Jesus we are surprised by the humility and the love and the mercy of God é for us. He came 

as the prince of peace and as Emmanuel, the child who would bring reconciliation and healing. 

 

I invite you in all of the busyness to take a little time this Advent, to pause and to remember the 

heart and soul of our faith. That God is as He is in Jesus. As we tell the familiar story of the 

child born in the stable and laid in the manger, worshipped by shepherds and hunted by a king, 

remember that this child is God. God come among us. God come to find us. God come to bring 

peace among us and to reconcile every one of us to the Father. 

 

Jesus was the Messiah that no one expected and very few wanted, but He is the Messiah that we 

all need. He is the Christ, our saviour and our lord, seeking out the lost. He is Jesus God with 

us. 

   

Amen.
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God and The Arts 

Editor:  For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is exploring symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art. 

 

óHe gave us eyes to see themô - a Catalan artist's nativity in Barcelona 

 
In January we began this course exploring signs 

and symbols with the Cross: a sign of death, but 

also a sign of victory. We end the year with a sign 

that proclaims birth and new life: the crib of 

Christmas. In December cribs will be set up in 

churches, homes, villages and town centres. It is a 

tradition that goes back to the nativity scene in a 

cave outside Greccio in Italy on Christmas Eve, 

1223.  

 

St Francis of Assisi invited all the people to a service there to remind them of a truth they 

had either forgotten or neglected: that Love came down at Christmas. We are told that as 

they looked inside the cave and saw the crib with the ox and ass, St Francis prayed and 

took up the infant Christ in his arms. Christ was óthe peaceful, tender and loving brother,ô 

a vulnerable baby needing affection and care. 

 

The simplicity and the beauty of that nativity scene is portrayed in this 12th century 

painting by an anonymous Catalan artist in a museum in Barcelona. Cribs were often 

very elaborate and ornate creations, bejewelled and decorated with episodes from our 

Lordôs life. Here the scene is ordinary with few details. The haloes around the heads of 

Mary and the Christ-Child may look a little odd, but the artist and St Francis are at one in 

proclaiming a sign of life and love in this birth. 

 

Each Christmas we are called to kneel before the crib with the animals and the shepherds.  

A 13th century Franciscan invites us to óGaze on the face of the babe with devotionéand 

delight in Him.ô May we see the light of Godôs love in the new-born babe as we look into 

the crib, and may we delight to offer our hearts and lives in His service. 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers - Refreshments for everyone 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 

For more information please telephone - Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 

The Gatty Memorial Hall 
 

Priory Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking 
 

Groups Å Meetings Å Activities Å Functions 
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St James the Least of All  
 

On two wise men, one three-legged sheep and a tipsy tree  
                                                                                                                The Rectory, 

My dear Nephew Darren.                                                             St. James the Least 

 

It really is time to get some new figures for the crib. After a series of accidents over the years, 

we are now down to two wise men, two shepherds, and one three-legged sheep that only 

remains upright if it is leaning against a shepherd.  

 

Joseph, having been obliged to stand outside the shelter of the stable for the last four decades, is 

now comprehensively veneered with bat droppings. In a rather desperate effort to enlarge this 

rather frugal cast, Miss Timmins hit on the idea of introducing characters from the childrenôs 

Easter garden. This would have all been very well if both sets of figures had been to the same 

scale, but we now have the shepherds apparently being threatened by two ten feet rabbits. 

 

One of our local farmers ï I am sure very kindly meant ï donated far more straw for the stable 

than was necessary. Our decorators, refusing to let his generosity go to waste, used the lot. The 

result is that Mary and Joseph stand up to their waists, looking as if they are being engulfed by a 

straw snow drift.  The crib, along with baby Jesus, has disappeared entirely. The latter is not 

entirely to be regretted, since no one can now see that Jesus has no nose and only one arm, the 

result of one of our children dropping Him on the floor at last yearôs Crib Service. 

 

I am sure your ecologically appropriate Christmas tree, made of re-cycled dustbin liners will be 

much appreciated by your congregation, knowing that they are saving the planet for future 

generations. We however remain traditional, with a tree always donated by the local squire from 

his estate, even if it is at the cost of adding another degree to global warming. Not only does it 

look more fitting, but it gives our verger something to do on twelfth night, as he sweeps up 

several hundredweight of pine needles. 

 

I sometimes wonder if it is entire coincidence that the tree is always delivered by the estate staff 

on a day when there has been torrential rain in the area. Carrying it into church up the aisle 

makes it look as if the parting of the Red Sea has unsuccessfully taken place inside St. Jamesô. 

The major problem every year is getting the wretched thing to stand upright in the sanctuary. It 

takes so long that I sometimes feel it would be quicker to re-align all the church pillars to the 

same angle as the tree itself. 

 

Last yearôs decision to have tree lights which flashed in succession was not a success. Those 

members who stared at them for too long while singing carols tended to fall over ï although I 

suspect that Major Crumpôs inability to remain upright at the midnight Service was for rather 

different reasons. Not using flashing lights this year, the Major will have to find a different 

excuse. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace  
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Mothers' Union 
 

We enjoyed a wonderful illustrated talk by the Rev. Gordon Taylor, our Chaplain, about his collection 

of Nativity Cribs which he had collected over the years. The tradition of having a crib began in 1223 

with St. Francis trying to show the village people how it really happened and how poor Mary and 

Joseph were. Jesus being born in a cave/stable with animals around and. the shepherds (who were the 

outcasts of the village) receiving the message first and being welcomed in to see the Christ Child. This 

scene inspired many down the ages to make their own cribs and to make them as best they could with 

whatever materials they had. Often, they would make models of people in their villages showing that 

all were welcome at the crib, there could be the baker, the woodman, the blacksmith, women and 

children.  

 

The figures in the crib scenes became more stylised as time went on - Mary was shown in blue (the 

most expensive dye known) on her cloak, Joseph had a beard and staff and the baby in hay in a manger 

or cradle. It was interesting to see changes in skin colour, there were other features and other animals 

as the idea spread around the world. 

 

We also admired the materials used in different countries - Chile used copper, China painted pictures 

on the figures on the main characters, in Peru Jesus had a little woolly hat just like everyone wore. The 

crib figures from Bethlehem were made from beautiful figured olive wood which we would have loved 

to touch and feel. Many were of wood and clay but all with the ability to tell the story of the Messiah's 

birth and so obviously made with love and care and to the best of their ability - we wondered how the 

people of Austria managed to get theirs into a matchbox! 

 

As our thoughts turn to Christmas and the greatest story on earth perhaps if you have crib scene it 

might take pride of place amid all the decorations and cards this year. 

 

God bless you all from the Mothers' Union 
 
 

 

The Childrenôs Society 
 

December is the most wonderful time for the Childrenôs Society, as up and down the country 

Churches, schools, and childrenôs organisations are holding their own Christingle Service.  This year is 

extra special as it is the 50
th
 Anniversary of Christingle. 

 

Christingle was established by the Moravian Church in 1747 as a symbol of Christôs light and love.  

The Childrenôs Society adopted it in 1968 and it has since become a popular family and community 

event. 

 

The Christingle itself is made up of a lighted candle or glow stick (symbolising Jesus, the Light of the 

World) mounted on an orange (representing the world).  A red ribbon or tape around the middle of the 

orange (indicating the blood of Christ) with four cocktail sticks bearing dried fruit and sweets to 

signify the four seasons and the fruits of the earth. These are given out to the children during the 

service.    

 

Here at St. Maryôs the Christingle Service is on Sunday 16th December at 4pm The candles to save 

pennies in will have gone out to the childrenôs organisations in the village, if you know of any other 

child who would like one please ask at church.  

Continues on page 18 
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Andrew Jones  

Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture  

 

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort 
 

                         Kinetic Clinic  

                               The Old Griffin Pub 

                                     8 Townend Road  

                                              Ecclesfield 

 
Mob: 0753 806 5665 

         andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com 

www.acupunctureandmassage.net 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  
 

Established 1990 Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays, Scenic Weekend Breaks 

Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 

(  (0114) 245 4519 - Mob. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 
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The Black Bull 
18 Church street, Ecclesfield, S35 9WE  

Email:  junealdridge@live.co.uk - Tel: 0770 720 4320 
 

Function Room Hire 
Parties, Christenings, Funerals or Meetings 

 

Please call in for details or find us on Facebook  

A. J. Hurdley - Opticians 
 

NHS and Private Eye Examinations 

Spectacles at Sensible Prices 
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA 

(  0114 246 8127 
 

enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk 
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