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First Words 
 

Most of this monthôs events are harvest related. We begin with the Harvest Supper 

at the Gatty Hall on Friday  12th October, tickets are available now. This is a time 

to get together informally as a church family, to share food and fun. On Sunday 

14th October at 10am we have our Harvest Festival, with offerings of goods and 

money for our harvest charities: The Archer Project and Farm Aid. Finally, on 

Friday  26th October at 1pm we are pleased to welcome Ecclesfield Primary 

School into Church for their Harvest Service. 

 

On Saturday 20th October we welcome the return of the Emley Brass Band for a 

concert in Church. Tickets are still available if  you havenôt bought yours yet. 

 

On Saturday 6th October we welcome Daniel and Lisa to celebrate the last 

wedding of the year. 

 

Other regular events in October include the Alpha Course on Thursday Mornings 

at 10.30am in Church. This follows our weekly celebration of the Eucharist. All  are 

welcome. If  you want more information please speak to someone who has already 

done Alpha, of have a word with Tim. 

 

Please also remember that on the Third  Sunday of every month at our 10am Parish 

Communion we welcome into Church those who have recently been bereaved. This 

quiet ministry is greatly appreciated by the families and is an important part of our 

Church life. 

 

During October we will  also be preparing for the special services in November to 

mark the centenary of the end of the First World War. In preparation we pray for 

the veterans and victims of conflicts and we pray for peace in our world. 

 

God bless you, 

 

Tim 

 
 

 
Front Cover ς Marigold ï Birth Flower of October - The marigold was regarded as the flower of the dead in pre-

Hispanic Mexico and is still widely used in the Day of the Dead celebrations. The marigold is also widely 

cultivated in India and Thailand and vast quantities of marigolds are used in garlands and decoration for weddings, 

festivals, and religious events.  

 
Back Cover ς EBC Poster  
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Thought for the Month  

In 2018 we have spent a great deal of time on our buildings. Thanks to the hard work, 

time and commitment of a small number of people we have been able to carry out 

urgent repairs on the Church roof. Without their work we would not be able to do all 

of the things that we want to do here at St Maryôs in and through our beautiful 

building. I was amazed at how little disruption the repairs brought to our Church life. 

We were able to carry out this work without having to raise any funds ourselves 

thanks to the generosity of the Heritage Lottery Fund and the Ecclesfield Feoffees. 

 

Now that the urgent work on the roof has been completed we can begin the work of 

improving the building, starting with providing disabled access. We will  have to do 

some fundraising for this during 2019. 

 

Our building is a real gift that we hold in trust for the wider community and for the 

future. Our Church attracts many visitors every year. People come for the history of 

the Church and its beautiful architecture. They come looking for their own family 

history, to find a place where they feel that they belong, a place that links them to their 

ancestors. We were able to welcome many such people during the recent Heritage 

weekend, again this very successful event was the result of the work of a small group 

of Church members. 

 

St Maryôs also attracts many people every year who come to be quiet and pray, and 

people who come at important times in their lives. We hold a large number of 

Baptisms, weddings and Funerals throughout the year. It is our duty and privilege to 

show our guests something of Godôs welcome and we pray that when they visit they 

are touched by the presence of the Risen Christ. 

 

As I have been thinking and praying about the future of our Church it struck me that 

we are here so that, in the course of their lives, people can connect with God. Our 

primary purpose is worship and prayer. It may be the annual visit to a Carol Service, it 

may be to attend a funeral or christening, it may be simply to light a candle in the 

prayer corner in memory of someone loved and deeply missed; but people come into 

St Maryôs. 

 

We, the Church entrusted with the care of the building, are also entrusted with the care 

of those who come, whoever they may be; whatever draws them here. 

 

Our care for this wonderful building is an important part of our ministry, of our care 

for those who come into St Maryôs. We who know the grace and generosity of God in 

Christ are called by the Risen Lord who walks among us to share His love and grace 

by the warmth of our welcome.  

Continues on page 16 
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God and The Arts 
Editor:  For 2018, the Rev Michael Burgess is exploring symbols of the Christian faith as found in works of art. 

 

óHe gave us eyes to see themô ï Duccioôs Wedding at Cana 

 

óThe conscious water saw its God and 

blushedô ï in those words, the poet Richard 

Crashaw describes the first miracle of Jesus 

at the wedding feast in Cana.  

 

This sign at the beginning of our Lordôs 

ministry points ahead to that other meal 

when a cup of wine will be poured out for 

many. The cup is a rich image of life in 

scripture: from the cup found in Benjaminôs 

sack in Genesis to the cup of blessing in 

Paulôs letters.  

 

The cup may be filled with bitter wine to reflect lifeôs sorrow, while the cup of 

Psalm 23 overflows with goodness. It is as rich an image as the bunch of grapes we 

often see in a church window or carved on a screen ï a sign of the goodness of 

Creation that brings us the gift of wine. 

 

The wedding at Cana speaks to us of the generosity and gift of our Lord who 

transforms the feast. Duccio di Buoninsegna portrayed it in the panel he provided 

for the Maesta, the glorious altarpiece for Siena Cathedral in 1311. We see the table 

lavishly spread, while Jesus, sat by the side of His mother, blesses the water pots. 

The servants are busy pouring what is now wine into the jugs and cups. It is the 

new wine of the kingdom. 

 

Everywhere that Jesus went, the old was made new. For the widow of Nain he 

changed tears into joy, for Zacchaeus selfishness into love, for the thief on the cross 

despair into hope, for Mary Magdalene the end of the road into a new journey. 

What our Lord did at Cana, He went on doing in His ministry, changing not just 

water, but transforming human lives. And we share in that transforming love at 

every eucharist as we drink of the cup of blessing. These are some words of the 

poet Elizabeth Jennings: 

 

 óThose grapes, ready for picking, are the sign  

 Of harvest and of Sacrament.ô 
     

Image: Courtesy of Parish Pump 



4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers - Refreshments for everyone 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 

For more information please telephone - Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 

The Gatty Memorial Hall 
 

Priory Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking 
 

Groups Å Meetings Å Activities Å Functions 
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St James the Least of All  
 

On the perils of the Harvest Supper                              

                                                                                                                 The Rectory, 

My dear Nephew Darren.                                                             St. James the Least 

 

Plans for our Harvest Supper always start several months in advance, with the annual 

argument about whether we dare increase the price of tickets by 20p to £1.50. After 

endless wrangling we compromise on 15p, with several warning that this will sound the 

death knell of Harvest. That every member of the committee cheerfully pays £50 a head 

to dine out elsewhere seems irrelevant. 

 

Hotpots are provided by the ladies of the parish. It is always interesting to speculate on 

who has made which: some are robust and meaty, while others are wan and watery. 

Having sampled these dishes for the past 30 years, I can match each offering with the 

personalities of their creators. It is also amusing to watch how the cooks manoeuvre to 

make sure the correct people receive their own dishes. Mrs French positively chases Lady 

Masterson with her hotpot.   

 

After the meal, we proceed to what parishioners optimistically call the entertainment. I 

settle myself on the back row, smile, applaud - and think of the large gin awaiting me 

back at the Rectory. 

 

Colonel Hetherington imagines that the consumption of a bottle of claret over the meal 

improves his intonation as he gives his annual rendition of ñThe Lost Chordò. I can only 

assume the lost chords he refers to are the vocal ones he once possessed. Miss Simpsonôs 

jokes have been repeated so often that the audience enthusiastically joins in with every 

punch line.  Miss Sprocker makes her annual (failed) attempt to hand around paper and 

pencils and hold óa nice little quizô ï she was a primary teacher.  

 

Meanwhile the ladies in the kitchen provide a musical accompaniment of crashing 

crockery and cutlery, which sadly drowns out all but the most tantalising snippets of their 

gossip about the rest of us.    

 

The evening always ends with the Majorôs recitation of ñThe boy stood on the burning 

deckò. Before he can commence an un-requested encore, I surge up to the stage, thank all 

the performers, and wish everyone a safe journey home. The Major is left looking like a 

boy who had just had his lollipop stolen by the school bully. On reflection, that is quite an 

accurate analogy.   

 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace  
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Andrew Jones  

Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture  

 

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort 
 

                         Kinetic Clinic  

                               The Old Griffin Pub 

                                     8 Townend Road  

                                              Ecclesfield 

 
Mob: 0753 806 5665 

         andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com 

www.acupunctureandmassage.net 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  
 

Established 1990 Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays, Scenic Weekend Breaks 

Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 

(  (0114) 245 4519 - Mob. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 
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The Black Bull 
18 Church street, Ecclesfield, S35 9WE  

Email:  junealdridge@live.co.uk - Tel: 0770 720 4320 
 

Function Room Hire 
Parties, Christenings, Funerals or Meetings 

 

Please call in for details or find us on Facebook  

A. J. Hurdley - Opticians 
 

NHS and Private Eye Examinations 

Spectacles at Sensible Prices 
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA 

(  0114 246 8127 
 

enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


