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First Wordsé 
 

¶ Ecclesfield in Bloom Coffee Morning ï Do come along to support our 

hard working village volunteers who so enhance our environment. Besides 

the hard work, as always, funds are needed and the coffee morning will 

take place on Saturday 16
th
 May 10am to 12 Noon in Church. There will 

be coffee, cake and plants and so much more on sale, besides a warm 

welcome and time to share as a community. 

 

¶ Ascension Day Service ï We are hosting a joint service in church on 

Thursday 14
th
 May at 7.30pm.  This will include the churches from 

Grenoside, High Green and Chapeltown. Do come and join us for this 

service of celebration. Parking will be difficult as Ascension Day is on the 

same night as the May Queen in the Gatty Hall, so do be aware of that. 

 

¶ Ten Days of Prayer - The service above starts the Diocesan wide ten days 

of prayer and is followed by a half hour of prayer in church every day, 

with the exception of the Sunday, from Friday 15
th
 May to  Friday 22

nd
 

May 12.30pm to 1.00pm each day. The ten days culminates on Saturday 

23
rd
 May with a Prayer Breakfast in church beginning at 9am and ending 

with either prayers in church or a prayer walk in the village whichever is 

most suitable for each individual.  

 

¶ Pentecost / Whit Sunday ï People bemoan the loss of the old Whit Sings, 

and yet here in Ecclesfield we do our best to uphold the tradition.  We will 

meet as usual at the Co-op at 9.30am to walk along to church together 

with our Girl Guide May Queens and uniformed organisations. Hopefully 

we will be singing and celebrating in the Church grounds from 10am 

dependent upon the weather. This is always a joyful occasion so we do 

hope you can join us ï and swell the numbers even further. 

 

¶ Living Stones Service ï The next Living Stones Service will be at 4pm 

on 17
th
 May. This is such a lovely occasion when children have the 

opportunity to hear stories, sing, play, chat and feel very at home in church 

and the adults present enjoy it so much too. Do come along and enjoy it 

with us. 

Jeni Fryer 
 

 

Front Cover ï Norma Priest and David Banham with their Maundy Money - See Page 13 

Back Cover ï VE Day 70
th
 Anniversary  
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions 

 
 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers 
 

Refreshments for everyone 

 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 

9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 
 

For more information please telephone 

Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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Thought for the Month 
 

And so the goodbyes happenedé Daniel is now Priest in charge of the Aune 

Valley Benefice and we pray Godôs loving hand upon him and his family in their 

new situation. Some of our members were able to support him in his new 

endeavour at his Induction in Devon on 26th April and were delighted to see him 

settled into his new role. Our time of saying goodbye on 12th April was both full of 

laughter and some teasing but need I say that there was a deep sadness and quite a 

few damp eyes too as we said goodbye.  And this is quite right on such occasions.  

It is hard to say goodbye to someone who has served God so well in their time 

with us. It is hard to let go of the past when the future seems like an unknown 

quantity.  But is that true?  Is the future of our church so unknown? 

 

It is certainly true that we do not yet know, and will not know for a few months in 

all probability, who our next vicar is to be.  But this is no cause for alarm.  The 

church is rallying round.  Services are still happening as usual, baptisms, weddings 

and funerals are still being conducted.  Our usual weekly services are taking place 

with the commitment of local people and others coming in to help. We even had 

the Bishop of Sheffield for one service!  And how wonderful that was, what a 

shame for you if you missed it. The main thing to remember is that it is not just in 

our own hands.  The God who has made provision for our church down the 

centuries is a God we can trust and he is providing still.  He knows our needs and 

will bring the right way forward for Ecclesfield. Jesus own disciples knew the pain 

of losing their leader ï but out of that loss came a new beginning and the making 

of the church. 

 

Imagine the disciples in the time of Jesus, when they had seen him crucified with 

all the loss and grief and even terror for their own lives which that event brought 

with it.  And then ïamazingly - Jesus rose from the dead. What elation! What a 

roller coaster of emotion! We can only imagine their joy at this turn of events. But 

the time came just a few short weeks later when they had to say goodbye to him 

again ï which we remember and celebrate on Ascension Day. This was a very 

different goodbye. The disciples were told to go and wait for the Holy Spirit to 

come to them and this they did, joyfully praising God as they waited. Their new 

leader, the Holy Spirit of God, has never left. The disciples of Jesus grew in 

number and the excitement which they shared carried them through many changes, 

trials and tribulations, but they always knew that God was with them through his 

Spirit. At Pentecost we too will experience together that remembering, that joy of 

the Holy Spirit as we gather together to worship. In time God will send us another 

vicar, but in the mean time we will flourish under Godôs care and guidance as we 

face new challenges and opportunities. Come and worship with us as we wait - 

donôt miss any more of it ï change can be exciting for us too! 

        Jeni Fryer  
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On why people should ALWAYS sit in the same pew 

 

The Rectory  

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren 

  

I have to say that the couple who complained that you never noticed they had been 

missing from church for a month had a point. There is a simple way of noticing when 

someone is absent: everyone sits in the same pew. Every Sunday. Always. 

  

Little Miss Margison sits in the pew after the third pillar on the right here at St. James 

the Least. As she walks up the aisle, you can sense her counting the pillars until she 

reaches the right one, which then allows her to sit in front of it. I have speculated that 

if I ever had that pillar removed, then the following Sunday, she would have a 

complete mental collapse.   

  

One Sunday a visiting family arrived early and sat down; three people in an empty 

church seating 200. Colonel Wainwright and his wife were the first of our regulars to 

arrive and froze in horror.  The Colonel said in a deafening whisper to his wife:  

ñThereôs someone sitting in our pew.ò 

  

At least they had the grace ï no matter how reluctant ï for one week, to sit 

somewhere else. Unlike the Prentice family of husband, wife and three children, who 

arrived to discover that a visiting family of husband, wife and four children were 

sitting in their pew; six people in a pew that held eight.  Or, it normally holds eight. 

That Sunday, it held thirteen. 

  

We at least have one iconoclast in Miss Pemberton, who makes a point of sitting in a 

different place every week. This thoroughly unsettles the rest of the congregation, 

who fear she may sit in their seats during her nomadic wanderings.  I sometimes 

wonder if she has a chart at home with all the pew spaces marked on it and she strikes 

one off each week as she returns home after Mattins. 

  

Occasionally the unexpected can happen. Mrs Cholmondeley arrived one week in 

good time, settled herself in her accustomed place, but half-way through the Service 

suddenly ran out of the building. Ten minutes later, she was back and in her usual 

place once again. It was only when the church filled with the smell of burned bacon 

that we understood. 

  

That is why replacing pews with chairs in your church was a mistake. Pews can never 

be moved.  You know where everybody is ï or should be! 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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Ecclesfield Park Community Garden 
Located between Ladycroft stream/bridge & Bowling Greens 

 

Are You A Gardener? 

Can You Help Other People To Garden? 

Do You Want To Learn About Gardening? 

Want To Meet New Friends? 

Then Come and Join Us 

The Community Garden Is Open 

Wednesday 10am To 12 Noon & Saturday 10am To 12 Noon 
 

For more info: Phone 0114 2461095 

www.ecclesfieldpark.co.uk 

 
 
 

 

 

Ecclesfield In Bloom  

Plant Sale & Coffee Morning  

In  St. Maryôs Church -  Ecclesfield  

Saturday 16 th  May ï 10am to  12noon  

Also On Sale  

Cakes, Cards and Raffle  Tickets  

 

 

CHAPELTOWN & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB  
Meetings are held every month on the second Wednesday 

in Grenoside Community Centre commencing at 10am 
A brief business meeting is followed by a speaker and an optional lunch at Whitley Hall  

 

Come and join other retired gentlemen for a varied and interesting morning  
 

For more details visit our website: chapeltown -probus.org.uk  or contact us by email or ôphone 
 

 

         chapeltown.probus@gmail.com                   Telephone 0114 287 2728 (Secretary)  
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The Pheasant 
59 Station Lane - Oughtibridge - S35 0HS 

Call in for a warm welcome and meet Ali & Jo 
Open 12 till 12 Sunday - Thursday & 12 till 1am Friday & Saturday 

Full menu available daily 12-7pm - Catering available on request 

Happy hour Monday-Friday 5pm-7pm 

 

Entertainment most Saturdays - Quiz night on Thursday at 9pm - Pool night on Mondays 

Free Wi-Fi - Facebook The Pheasant Oughtibridge - Twitter @thepheasants35 

Contact us by Email abrookes67@gmail.com or Tel: 07941 302865 

 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

True Pets  
Small pet boarding service 

Dog walking & Pet sitting by experienced pet professionals  
No pet's needs are too great 

We offer a complete personal service for all household pets 

 

      contact@true-pets.co.uk         Tel: 0770 647 2111 
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Bishop's Letter - May 2015 
 

Forgiveness 

 

During Lent I ran a course at Doncaster Minster based on 

characters from Les Miserables and a Lent Course written 

by Jonathan Meyer ñAnother Story Must Beginò.  Looking 

at the characters enabled us to ask serious questions about 

ourselves, our culture and most importantly about God 

within our own context. 

 

One of the themes picked up by studying Fantineôs character, was that of judgement 

and how easily we fall into the trap of making value and moral judgements before 

engaging and understanding a personôs circumstances.  Following a summer of joy 

and happiness, Fantine is left with a child ï Cosette - who is subsequently left in the 

care of an innkeeper and his wife.  Fantine goes to work in the factory of Monsieur 

Madalaine (Jean Valjean) making jewellery and trinkets.  After losing her job 

because the other women and foreman took against her, she turns to prostitution.  

After being wrongly accused by one of her clients sheôs arrested by Javert and comes 

to the attention of the Mayor, and given support.  Sheôs ill and placed in the factory 

infirmary where - under the impression that the Mayor will return with Cosette - she 

finally dies. 

 

Fantineôs life had been torn apart; sheôd been badly treated, made an outcast by those 

who prejudged her and didnôt want to hear her story.  Thankfully, most of us donôt 

experience life at that extreme but we only have to look to the streets in our own 

towns and cities to know that isnôt true for everyone.  Fantine ended up living her life 

on the street and we see many like that, people for whom life has taken a cruel turn.  I 

once had a colleague whoôd often use the well-known saying ñThere by the grace of 

God go Iò.  Although we may be tempted to dismiss it as an empty phrase, thereôs an 

element of truth in it.  If our lives had taken a different turn, had circumstances dealt 

us a different hand - it could be us or our loved ones on the street facing a life of 

hardship, shame, shunned by others and left in a pit of despair and hopelessness.  So 

perhaps there isnôt such a distance between us and others whom life has dealt with 

harshly.  When we see people on the street, before we judge and condemn them, we 

should understand that there is behind the person a human story just as there was for 

the fictional character of Fantine.  When we know that, we will see them differently.  

As weôre reminded in the bible in St Lukeôs Gospel ñDo not judge, and you will not 

be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will 

be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 

measure you get backò. 

 

+Peter Doncaster 
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VE Evening 
To commemorate the 70th anniversary of VE day 

 

Saturday 16th May from 6pm until 9 pm at the library 
 

Includes:  
A 40's display, Sketches, A Demonstration of the Jive, 40ôs Music and 

Songs. A Raffle, Cake Stall, Refreshments and a Quiz  

for which there is a prize for the winner. 
 

Tickets are £ 5.00 which includes refreshments and a quiz sheet 
 

Tickets are available from: 

Ecclesfield Library - Marie's Tea Shop, Chapeltown. 
 

Or by calling Julie Wood, on 0114 2466327 - Friends of Ecclesfield Library 
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Will You Remember Them? - Syria - May 2015 
 

29 Syrian Christians killed in Aleppo during violent onslaught after threat 

from Turkey in approach to anniversary of Armenian genocide. 

 

Armenian and other solidly Christian neighbourhoods of Aleppo are reeling 

from a deadly rebel attack that peaked on Friday night (10 April) with rockets 

killing some 29 people, many of them children. At least 56 Christians were 

injured and seven Christian homes totally collapsed. It was ña hellò said one 

Christian leader in Aleppo, describing the five hours from 9pm until 2am at 

least ten or eleven children were killed as they slept.   

 

Christians in Aleppo are in danger from attacks like these by forces within Syria 

but they are also aware of a chilling threat emanating from Turkey. 24
th
 April is 

the centenary of the worst year of the Armenian and Assyrian Genocide, which 

peaked in 1915 when some 800,000 Armenians were killed. Armenians focus 

their genocide remembrance on 24
th
 April. The whole genocide lasted three 

decades during which up to 3.75 million Armenians, Assyrians and other 

Christians were killed by the Ottoman Turks. 

 

To make it even worse, the day of the attack was Good Friday for many of the 

Armenian Christians and by the time they came to Easter Sunday 12
th
 April, 

many families were mourning their dead relatives and the whole community 

was in shock. 

 

Christians in Aleppo cannot see what the future holds for them. Many of them 

are descended from Armenians who fled the genocide in Turkey and found a 

safe refuge in and around Aleppo. But Aleppo may never be safe for them 

again. Escape from Aleppo could be possible, but escape from Syria has 

become very difficult with Turkey closing the border and Lebanon now 

requiring visas. A Christian population of 400,000 in Aleppo had already been 

reduced to an estimated 85,000 by the end of March, as so many had fled.  

Syrian and Iraqi Christians fear that a new genocide, a hundred years after the 

first one, may soon become a reality.  

 

Please pray the words of this hymn to reflect both our faith and those in Aleppo. 
 

Through all the changing scenes of life, 

In trouble and in joy, 

The praises of my God shall still 

My heart and tongue employ. 

JD  
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Ode to Spell Checkers  
 

I have a spelling checker 

I disk covered four my PC. 

It plane lee marks four my revue 

Miss steaks aye can knot see. 

 

Eye ran this poem threw it. 

Your sure real glad two no. 

Its very polished in its weigh, 

My checker tolled me sew. 

 

A checker is a blessing. 

It freeze yew lodes of thyme. 

It helps me right awl stiles two reed, 

And aides me when aye rime. 

 

Each frays comes posed up on my screen 

Eye trussed too bee a joule. 

The checker pours o'er every word 

To cheque sum spelling rule. 

 

Bee fore wee rote with checkers 

Hour spelling was inn deck line, 

Butt now when wee dew have a laps, 

Wee are not maid too wine. 

 

And now bee cause my spelling 

Is checked with such grate flare, 

There are know faults in awl this peace, 

Of nun eye am a wear. 

 

To rite with care is quite a feet 

Of witch won should be proud, 

And wee mussed dew the best wee can, 

Sew flaws are knot aloud. 

 

That's why eye brake in two averse 

Cuz Eye dew want too please. 

Sow glad eye yam that aye did bye 

This soft wear four pea seas. 

 

 

 

 

Midweek More Popular Than Sunday? 
Peter Brierley shares a statistic for the monthé 

 

Mid-week attendance in Cathedrals in 2013 was greater than Sunday attendance for 

the first time since records began in 2000.  Sunday attendance across Englandôs 42 

Anglican Cathedrals in 2013 dropped slightly compared with 2012, -4%, but 

midweek services attracted almost a third, 31%, more.  Increasing Cathedral 

midweek attendance has been one of the success stories in the Church of England 

over the last few years, more or less steadily increasing year on year.  

 

Why the surge in Cathedral midweek attendance?  The reason is not readily apparent, 

but is surely helped by various ancillary facilities such as choral performances, 

guided tours, book/gift shops, café / tea rooms, open accessibility and perhaps even 

shorter, more readily understood liturgy! The increase in visitor numbers is also quite 

substantial for many Cathedrals, some of these perhaps staying for a service. 
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The day we met the Queen 
 

It all began in January with a letter from 

Buckingham Palace. We were being recommended 

to receive the Maundy Money from the Queen, 

were we happy for this to happen! 

 

After replying 'Yes' more instructions arrived and 

would we write a few words about ourselves. 

 

The day dawned sunny after days of wind and rain. 

We arrived at Meadowhall where special parking 

was arranged and a special tram was waiting.  

 

On arriving at the Cathedral our companions left us to go in the Cathedral and we 

were taken to the Cutlers Hall to be checked in and to be met by the Yeoman of 

the Guard in their splendid uniforms. After coffee we were escorted across to the 

Cathedral and shown to our seats with our companions sitting behind us. Then 

the processions began. There were three, the Cathedral and Chapel Royal choirs, 

the Yeoman and other dignitaries, the Queen and Duke were met at the door and 

processed to new chairs made of English oak and given by the Cutlers Company. 

 

The service began ï it was a beautiful service which the Cathedral does well. The 

singing of the choirs and congregation, the organ swelling with wonderful music 

and during all this at suitable moments we were presented with our purses by the 

Queen. The Lord High Almoner followed by the Yeoman carrying the brass 

plates filled with white and red purses which the Queen gave to 89 men and 89 

women. She smiled at each person as she gave the purses. We were invited to bow 

or curtsey and say thank you on receiving them. 

 

At the end of the service we stood as the three processions left the Cathedral to 

fanfares on the organ. Soon the Cathedral was filled with so much chatter as 

recipients had chance to greet those who had come to support them. 

 

After the Queen had left for her lunch at the Town Hall we made our way to the 

Cutlers Hall for our lunch of chicken
 
and leek pie and vegetables followed by 

trifle. Again we had chance to greet many friends. Then it was time to go home 

back to the tram and Meadowhall, there we were greeted by staff from M & S 

who gave everyone a white Yorkshire rose. What a wonderful gesture and a 

lovely end to a memorable day. 

David Banham and Norma Priest 
 


