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First Words 
 
After Lent, Holy week and Easter, May is a relatively quiet month. During May there will be 
quite a number of weddings in church please pray for the couples who are to be married 
here in the coming year, and do say ΨIŜƭƭƻΩ when they come along to hear their banns 
called on Sunday mornings. 
 
In the week leading up to the 12th and 13th of May it is the Ψaŀȅ vǳŜŜƴǎΩΦ Although I am 
not sure what it involves I am looking forward to welcoming them into Church and 
celebrating the life of our community. 
 
Towards the end of May we will be hosting a joint Ascension Day service (Thursday 25th 
May, 7.30pm). We will be welcoming our neighbours from Chapeltown and Grenoside. 
Ascension Day marks the end of Easter season when Jesus, having spent 40 days with the 
disciples returned to the Father. 
 
The Archbishop Canterbury, Justin Welby, has called upon the Church to hold special time 
of prayer in the days from Ascension to Pentecost (25th May to 4the June). He has called 
us to pray for renewal in the Churches of this land and to pray for the nation. As this falls in 
the lead up to the general election, our prayers for Great Britain will be even more 
important. 
 
The Archbishop calls this invitation to prayer ά¢Ƙȅ kingdom /ƻƳŜέΦ The focus of our 
prayers for both the church and there nation is ΨDƻŘΩǎ will done here on earth as in 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩΦ 
 
We hope to have prayer-events happening in Church on every day during this time. look 
out for more information. 
 
God bless, 
 
Tim 
 

 
 

Front Cover ς Hallerbos ς Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜ CƻǊŜǎǘΩ ς The most important and most extensive forest area between 

Zenne and Zoniën in Belgium. The forest is a crowd favourite thanks to the beautiful purple carpet of bluebells, which bloom 
around mid-April. The giant Sequoia trees also make a visit to this forest more than worth it. 

Back Cover ς Monteney Primary Nursery and E.P.P.I.C Posters 
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The Gatty Memorial Hall  
 

Priory Road 

Ecclesfield 

Sheffield  S35 9XY 

Phone:  0114 246 3993 
 

Accommodation now available for booking  
 

&ÙÖÜ×ÚɯɈɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯɈɯ ÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚ 

Functions  

 

Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their  
Mums, Dads and Carers 

 

Refreshments for everyone 
 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 
9.30 am to 11.30 am 
£2.20 per session 

 

For more information please telephone 
Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
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Thought for the Month  
 

Spring has finally arrived with bluebells and blossom. It is a real joy to get up early at this 
time of the year and get out with my two dogs, Tara and Oscar. Another sign of the arrival 
of Spring is the increasing number of Wedding and Baptism enquiries that are coming in! 
 
It is good to be in a place where people from the wider community still want to come to 
Church for their wedding or for a Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΩΦ Often families comment on the warm 
welcome that they have received from the Church family when they come to make a 
booking or come along to hear their banns being called. 
 
The ΨǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΩ of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals are important for the Church of 
England; in fact they are the reason why we can call ourselves the National Church (rather 
than the fact that some of our bishops sit in the house of Lords). These are the main way in 
which we relate to the wider community. We are a parish church, not a congregational 
church. We exist to serve every person who lives in the parish; and every person has the 
right to call on the ministry of their Parish Church. 
 
Over the past few years the Church of England has commissioned some serious research 
into the experiences of people when they come to their local church on these occasions. 
 
I hope that we can engage with this research and discover how we can better be a Church 
that, in the words of Archbishop William Temple, exists for the benefit of those who are 
not ΨƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩΦ 
 
In the next few weeks I will be gathering a small group of people to review our Baptism 
policy; next year we will do the same thing with funerals and the following year with 
weddings. This will build on the work done at the end of April seeking DƻŘΩǎ vision for St 
aŀǊȅΩǎ in the coming years. 
 
One change that I want us to consider is how we can begin to do most of the baptisms in 
the main service. Although this may bring some disruption, it is a way in which we as a 
church family can welcome the wider community and celebrate with them. 
 
Baptism is not just a private family occasion. The children that we baptise are baptised into 
the Church. They become part of the Body of Christ here at St aŀǊȅΩǎΦ It is always our hope 
and prayer that the families who come along will make this their spiritual home and will 
become active worshippers and members of the Church. 
 
The service is an opportunity for the whole Church family to welcome and encourage the 
newly baptised, and it is a way for every one of us to respond to Jesus call to άmake 
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disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ When we fulfil WŜǎǳǎΩ call we can claim His promise to be with us always, άǘƻ 
the end of ǘƛƳŜέ (Matthew 28:20). 
 
Baptism matters to us because people matter to God. 
 
God bless, 
 
Tim. 
 

 

 
Prayer for the Month 
 

The [ƻǊŘΩǎ Prayer, Part 1. 
 
I always think that this prayer should be called the 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ Prayer; it was the prayer given 
by Jesus to His followers when they asked Him to teach them how to pray. They had seen 
in Jesus a depth and quality of prayer and of relationship to God that they wanted for 
themselves. In asking Jesus to teach them how to pray they were asking Him how their 
own lives could be lived with the same trust in God that they recognised in Him. 
 

And so this prayer begins: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 

 
For Jesus God in not simply a Creator to honour and a Lord to obey; He is above all else a 
Father. The word used by Jesus is Abba which is best translated as Ψ5ŀŘΩΦ 
 
Most people have the idea that all religions contain the same basic teaching about God. 
But even the most basic research shows that this is not true. Jesus was the first person 
who related to God as His Dad; and He taught us that God is our Dad too; that the creator 
and sustainer of the universe loves us. He calls us His children and He wants us to live our 
lives as His children. 
 
The most basic fact about any one of us is that we are loved with a depth and a passion 
that is beyond our understanding. This fact is the foundation on which we build our lives; it 
gives us the confidence to face life in a world that is often very far from what God made it 
to be.  
           Continues over page 
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It gives us a security from which we can face life and all of its challenges. The love of God is 
a fundamental fact: it ƛǎƴΩǘ something that we have to earn; it isn't conditional; it isn't 
something that we deserve. DƻŘΩǎ love, our CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ love, just is. How we respond to this 
love is important, but before our response is the basic truth: that we are loved deeply, 
passionately and eternally. 
 
The second line of this prayer is the beginning of our response to the CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ love: 
άƘŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ be your ƴŀƳŜέΤ άƳŀȅ your name be ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘΦέ As soon as we have prayed this 
we can immediately see the ways and the places where DƻŘΩǎ name is not honoured. We 
can also see the ways in which we, by our thoughts and words and actions, are not 
honouring God. And so we have something to do; a practical offshoot of our prayer life. As 
we honour God in our lives so we are living more as His children. 
 
As we follow this ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ prayer in the next few months, we will see that it is not just a 
prayer to say; it is a prayer to live. 
 
Tim 
 
 
 
 

Life in the 21st century... 
 
Tact:  the ability to shut your mouth before someone else wants to.  Anon 
 

If it's true  that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here for?  

Anon 
 

My inferiority complex  is not as good as yours.  Anon 
 

I am in shape.  Round is a shape.  Anon 
 

Indecision is the key to flexibility. Anon 
 

Lifeôs evening will take its character from the day that has preceded it.   Anon 
 

Life is a journey that no one makes alone. The more people you touch along the way, 

the more meaningful and rewarding your time.  Anon 
  

In the money:  a condition many hope for, but only a banker experiences.  Anon 
 

Middle age:  that difficult period between juvenile delinquency and old age, when 

you have to take care of yourself.  Anon 
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Letter from St James the Least of All:  

On the hazards of baptisms 
The Rectory 

James the Least 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 

Your new thermostatically controlled, underwater illuminated baptismal tank with wave 

simulation, for total immersions, sounds rather intimidating.  I am slightly surprised you 

donôt have computer-generated doves flying overhead, in order to add that final touch of 

authenticity. I would imagine that to perform baptisms in your tank, you need a degree in 

electrical engineering as much as one in theology. 
 

I do, however, agree with your Vicarôs decision to stop the practice of you performing 

these rituals in the river Mersey. It is one thing for your newly baptised to emerge from 

the waters filled with the Holy Spirit, and quite another to emerge filled with typhoid.  

Better to give them a baptismal certificate, rather than a free ride to the hospital for a 

stomach pump. The river Jordan may have been all very well for John the Baptist, but I 

expect that even he would hesitate at the river Mersey.  
 

Had I baptised dear Miss Pemberton in the Mersey last month ï at 93 years, taking the 

decision a little late in life (I did not attempt to hold her in one arm) ï being a lady of 

such proportions, I suspect she would have constituted a shipping hazard. 
 

I appreciate your suggestion that such procedures would look charming on the banks of 

our local Cotswold stream, but irrespective of our differing theologies, I would not want 

to be seen by parishioners in my bathing costume. Such apparel may be all very well 

when I am on holiday somewhere where I am totally unknown, but it hardly seems fitting 

for an honorary Canon in his parish.  
 

I do concede that baptisms in medieval fonts can have their own particular problems. The 

plug in our own has never fitted properly, and so after filling it, I know I have precisely 

16 minutes and 45 seconds to come to the actual baptism, otherwise the water has 

disappeared entirely. As I have discovered over the years, it is impossible to look 

dignified disappearing into the vestry half way through the Service in order to fetch a 

second bucket. For baptisms in winter, the presentation from Admiral Barnaby of the 

small silver hammer has been a great help in order to break the ice that slowly forms 

across the surface as the service proceeds. 
 

In future, as you and your own candidates luxuriate in this heated baptismal spa, do spare 

a thought for those of us who maintain the true faith. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 
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Andrew Jones - Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture  

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort 

Kinetic Clinic, The Old Griffin Pub 

8 Townend Road, Ecclesfield 

Mob: 0753 806 5665 

         andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com 

www.acupunctureandmassage.net 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

 

K.B. Clock Repairs. 
 

A local repair service for mechanical clocks. 

Wall clocks, Mantel clocks, Grandfather clocks. 

Restoration of clock cases. 
 

Contact Ken Baker on 
 

( 0114 2453260  or è 07768293604 

Visit us online: www.kbclocks.co.uk/ 

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  
 

Established 1990 Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays, Scenic Weekend Breaks 

Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 

(  (0114) 245 4519 - Mob. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 
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Mothers Union ï 6th April 2017 
 

Our speaker was Mary White ï Lay Reader at St. Cuthbertôs Firvale.   Mary led us 

through 14 Stations of the Cross. 

 

Station 1 ï The Chief Priests and elders had persuaded the crowd to demand the release 

of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. Pilate asked them ówhich of these two men do 

you want me to release for you?ô  They continued to shout for the crucifixion of Jesus 

and as we know Jesus was crucified on Good Friday. 

Station 2 ï Jesus takes up his cross.  The soldiers stripped him, put a scarlet cloak on 

him, put a crown of thorns on his head and placed a reed in his right hand and they 

mocked him.  When they had finished making fun of him they took the reed and struck 

him with it, re-clothed him in his own clothes and led him away to be crucified. 

Station 3 ï Jesus falls for the first time.  Jesus knew his weakness and he said, óMy 

Father if it is possible let this cup pass from meô. 

Station 4 ï Jesus meets his mother on the journey.   Mary felt such a weight of sadness 

that she could do nothing to help her beloved son.  She could only watch and pray. 

Station 5 ï On the way they met a man from Cyrene, Simon by name.   Simon was 

probably in Jerusalem on a visit and he was enlisted to carry Jesusô cross. 

Station 6 ï Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.   She saw the need, she acted and received 

the imprint of Christ on her life. 

Station 7 ï Jesus falls for a second time.   We take for granted Jesus trust in his heavenly 

Father, but this was genuine perseverance ï surely Jesus had difficulty in the way of the 

cross.   The cross was heavy and he had been beaten and abused before the journey. 

Station 8 ï The women of Jerusalem mourn for Jesus.   Large numbers of people 

followed him and lamented for him.   Jesus said, óDaughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 

for me; weep rather for yourselves and for your children.ô 

Station 9 ï Jesus falls for the third time.   He had not done anything wrong, he was 

insulted and did not retaliate, when tortured he made no threats but put his trust in the 

righteous judge.   Who could blame the onlookers if they failed to see this as a triumphal 

journey. 

Station 10 ï Jesus is stripped of his garments.   They took his clothing and divided it into 

four shares, one for each soldier.   His undergarment was seamless ï so they decided to 

throw dice to see which soldier would get that garment.    By way of humiliation this was 

the last straw. 

Station 11 ï Jesus is nailed to the cross ï two criminals also, one on the right and one on 

the left.   Jesus said, óFather forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.ô 

 Continues on Page 11 
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Le Petit Café 
1a Church Street, S35 9WE  

(near the church) 

Tel: 07496 941411 

Homemade Cakes, Light Lunches, Afternoon Teas 

Bistro Evenings, Private Parties 

Opening times are  

Tuesday to Saturday 10.00am till 4.00pm 

With a Yorkshire flavour and specialising in good coffee, we use fresh, locally 

sourced ingredients whenever possible 
 

On the 3
rd
 Thursday of every month 

Singer/guitarist Lou Marriott will be playing between 2.15pm and 4.00pm 

Call to book a table or just pop in 
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Will You Remember Them ï Month May 2017 Ethiopia 
 

ñBestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashesò 

Isaiah 61:3 

A Home Turned To Ashes 

 

Tutu, a widow and her son Biruk are facing immense hostility from their neighbours after 

converting from Islam to Christ. Last month, their house and crops were set alight and 

turned to ashes, only one room survived the flames. Biruk was assaulted by a villager, who 

told him he would continue to cause trouble until Biruk and his mother returned to Islam. 

 

After Tutuôs husband died around 18 months ago, local Muslims displayed their anger by 

exhuming his body and dumping it by the road. Local authorities did step in at this point, 

but it has taken a long time for Tutu and her son to recover from the shock of the villagersô 

actions.  

 

When visiting Tutu and Biruk, Tutu told Open Doors workers, ñI thank the Lord for sparing 

our lives. We cannot complain about the loss of material things.ò  Open Doors is providing 

financial and food aid to the family, and will continue to help them and others regain their 

livelihood.  

 

Please Prayé   

¶ That the Lord will bless Tutu and Biruk and comfort them in their suffering. 

¶ Thank God for their continued faithfulness to Him.  

¶ For Open Doors partners supporting Christians with essential aid in sub---Saharan 

Africa.    

 

----------  t u ---------- 
 

Mothers Union ï 6th April 2017 - continued 
 

Station 12 ï Jesusô mother Mary was standing near to the cross and when Jesus saw his 

mother and the disciple he loved standing near her he said, ó Mother this is your sonô. To 

the disciple he said, óThis is your motherô.   From that moment on the disciple made a 

place for Mary in his home. 

Station 13 ïJesus is taken down from the cross.   Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate to let 

him remove the body of Jesus.    With Pilateôs permission they came and took the body 

away. 

Station 14 ï Jesus is laid in the tomb. 

 

We had been led very movingly through the stations. 
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