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First words 
 
As always December is a busy month at St Maryôs. We begin the month and the Church year on Advent 

Sunday, 1st December, with a service of Advent Carols at 10am. In the evening, at 6.30pm, we will  

have a Service of Light  for  Advent. 

On Tuesday 3rd December we welcome Mansel Primary  School into Church at 1.15pm for a visit to 

look around St Maryôs. 

On Saturday 7th December we have our Christmas Fayre in the Gatty Hall, and a Christmas Tree 

Festival in Church. 

Sunday 8th December is a busy day. After the Eucharist at 10am we have the last Baptisms of the 

year at 12 noon and at 6.30pm we welcome Bishop Pete for our Deanery Confirmation  service. 

On Monday 9th December we welcome Ecclesfield High School for their annual Christmas Concert. 

And on Wednesday 11th December the Don Valley Beavers will  be in Church for their Christmas 

Carols. 

On Saturday 14th at 9am we have the last Prayer Breakfast of 2019 and at 12 noon there is a 

wedding in Church. 

On Sunday 15th at 6pm, weather permitting there will  be Community Carols round the Tree (we 

will  be in Church if  the weather is wet). 

On Thursday 19th December we welcome Ecclesfield Primary  School, Key Stage 2 to Church for 

their Carols. 

On Saturday 21st December at 6pm there will  be the Service of the Longest Night. 

On Sunday 22nd December at 4pm it is our Christingle Service. 

On Monday 23rd December at 12 noon we have our last wedding of the year. 

On Christmas Eve, Tuesday 24th December at 4pm we welcome the Posada back into Church ready 

for the Crib  Service. And at 6.30pm it is our traditional Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. 

On Christmas Day there is an All  Age Eucharist at 10am. 

Please note that there is no Communion Service on Thursday 26th December, and there is no Evening 

Service on Sunday 29th December. 

On Sunday 5th January we will  be celebrating Epiphany and the visit of the wise men at 10am. 

On Monday 6th January at 7.30pm we have our first PCC Meeting of 2020. 

On Wednesday 8th January at 1pm in the Gatty Hall it is the Motherôs Union AGM.  

Finally, on Saturday 25th January at 10am there is Wedding Preparation in Church. 

 

God bless, 

 

Tim 
 

 

Front Cover ï Jesus Is the Reason for the Season  

Editor - A university colleague and friend (now sadly departed) whoôs office windows faced into the atrium at SHU would put 

up a poster with these words on every year, despite mild objections from the establishment and some colleagues 

Back Cover ï Christmas Fayre Poster 
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Andrew Jones  

Tui Na Massage & Acupuncture  

 

Treating all types of pain, stress and discomfort 
 

                         Kinetic Clinic  

                               The Old Griffin Pub 

                                     8 Townend Road  

                                              Ecclesfield 

 
Mob: 0753 806 5665 

         andrewjoneshealth@gmail.com 

www.acupunctureandmassage.net 

Ǉ          Piano Lessons        Ǉ 
 

Take Exams or play for fun. 
 

Theory up to Grade 5 beginners welcome. 
 

Alison Hancock ï ( 0114 245 2780 
 

ROYLES TRAVEL - A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  
 

Established 1990 Our reputation is built on Quality and Value for money 
 

Door to Door Luxury Coach Holidays, Scenic Weekend Breaks 

Exciting and Interesting Day Excursions, Executive Group Travel & Coach Hire 
 

114 Tunwell Avenue - Ecclesfield - Sheffield - S5 9FG 

(  (0114) 245 4519 - Mob. 07831 192631 

Visit us at: www.roylestravel.co.uk 

 
 



3 

 

Thought for the Month: 
 
Advent is almost here as I begin to write for this monthôs magazine. As I look to the month 

ahead, I see how full  my diary is, how many things there are to plan, to prepare for and to do. 

My worry is that in the busyness and distractions that December always brings I will  lose my 

focus on what it is all about; that I will  forget the reason for all the activity. 

 

This can so easily happen to any one of us in December. We spend so much time thinking about 

the jobs that must be done if  we are going to have a óproperô Christmas with family and friends 

- the planning of presents and cards and meals and visits; the time and energy spent shopping 

and preparing. 

 

But, as always, the heart of Christmas is very simple: God coming to us in the smallness and 

vulnerability of a tiny baby. He was born as a child of the poor, right from His first breath Jesus 

had nowhere to lay His head. He was so very easy to miss, to ignore; and many people on that 

first Christmas did miss what was happening; so many did ignore Him. 

 

But if  what we believe about Christmas is the truth, if  what the Bible tells us about this child is 

true, then we truly have something worth remembering and celebrating. We have something 

worth holding on to throughout this hectic month. 

 

In Jesus God is among us; in Jesus we see the true face of God, turned to us not in anger or 

judgement or disappointment, but in love. In Jesus God is reaching out to the world that He 

created, the world that He loves with a passion stronger than death. 

 

If  I can hold onto this, the heart and soul of Christmas, then I will  know why I will  be spending 

so much time and energy this December. The services and special events in St Maryôs during 

December are not just to fill  the Church, not to make us feel better or to warm our hearts. They 

are our response to the amazing love of God. Our focus is on Jesus, on worship, as we respond 

to the amazing grace of God once again. 

 

And, if  we keep in our minds the hope for the world and for all people that the birth of Jesus 

represents, then we will  remember why we are spending so much time and effort preparing those 

celebrations with the people we love. In the middle of winter we have a reason to celebrate and 

a reason to hope. 

 

I pray that in all the many distractions this month we will  keep our focus on Jesus. I pray that as 

we sing the carols, wrap the presents and send the cards we will  know the joy and the hope of 

Christmas. I pray that as we gather together we will  know that Jesus is among us. I pray that the 

Christ who was born in Bethlehem two thousand years ago will  be born in our hearts this 

Christmas; and that we will  be renewed by His presence. 

 

A very happy Christmas and a peaceful New year to you, 

 

God bless, 

Tim 
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Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 
The group began over 50 years ago when a number of young 

women known as the 'Young Mums' decided we needed 

something for the young families.  

 

After a sponsored walk the money raised was enough to start 

with and the Gatty Hall an ideal venue. Many young mums 

found friendship there and it was decided a committee would 

be formed and that someone from the church involved in its 

organisation.  

 

After a number of years as leaders came and went to train for other jobs or to take up 

old ones Ann Hackett became leader. She has held that post for over 36 years welcoming 

many young mums and babies, helping them to make friendships and the children to 

begin their early steps in their education for life. Ann now feels it is time for her to retire 

and we acknowledge the wonderful work she has done over the years, keeping ahead of 

many changes in legislation that have happened. 

 

It was with gratitude that a presentation was made to her in church acknowledging all 

she has done for the children 
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God and The Arts 

Editor:  The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in London houses one of the finest collections of European 

paintings in the world. It is home to 2,300 works spanning the centuries of artistic creation. During this year we 

shall be journeying through the gallery to explore one of those treasures each month. By the Rev Michael Burgess. 

 

He gave us eyes to see them:  Gauguinôs Portrait of a Breton Girl at Prayer 
 

During this year we have been exploring the wealth of 

paintings in the National Gallery in London. Each year the 

Gallery has exhibitions highlighting the work of one 

particular artist, and until 26 January there is a major 

exhibition, óGauguin Portraits.ô It celebrates in paintings 

and sculptures the life and work of Paul Gauguin (1848-

1903). He is best known for the art he painted when he fled 

Europe to live in Tahiti in the South Seas. But from 1886 to 

1891 he lived in rural Brittany at Pont-Even. 

 

This monthôs painting is from those years when Gauguin 

was influenced by folk art and impressed by the simple faith 

of the Breton peasants. He has captured that faith in this 

painting of a Breton girl at prayer.  

His own catchphrase was óI shut my eyes in order to see.ô The girl has her eyes closed as she 

offers her prayers, but we sense that the inner eye of her heart is open in trust to Godôs will 

for her.  

 

At this time of the year children step into the limelight of church and school life with nativity 

plays. They invite us to journey with them in that same simplicity and trust to Bethlehem, just 

as St Francis of Assisi invited the people of Greccio to a cave outside the town in 1223. As 

they looked into the cave, they saw the animals and the hay, and in the centre, a new-born 

babe. St Francis talked to them of the simple message of Godôs love revealed in all humility 

and openness in this birth of the Christ-Child. He invited the people to respond with those 

same gifts. 

 

As we look at this painting, we see something of the simplicity and trust called of us, whether 

young or old. Too often as we get older, we find our lives weighed down by responsibilities 

and pressures. We find time is swallowed up in the busyness of this season, and somehow we 

lose that innocence and simplicity of life.  

 

But, pondering the Christmas story and pondering this painting, we can put our hands together 

and pray for that openness and childlike trust. Fr Faber wrote a hymn with the lines: 

 óIf our love were but more simple, 

 we should take him at his word; 

 and our hearts would find assurance 

 in the promise of the Lord.ô 



6 

 

St James the Least of All  
 

On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas 

The Rectory 

St. James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren.     

                                                        

I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver Cromwell 

abolished Christmas.  Just think!  No Christmas parties, no carol services, no cards to send 

and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a hero. 
 

Planning for Christmas at St Jamesô normally starts on 2nd January. By Easter, the flowers 

for church have been colour coordinated, the seating plans and table decorations for the 

Christmas party have been allocated (with nominated reserves in case someone should 

inconveniently die in the intervening eight months). Long before Summer is over, the tree 

lights have been tested, music for the 9 Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen and 

the service sheets printed. Way before the dark nights set in, car parking attendants will 

have been found, those who are to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to 

perfection and the brass lectern has had its annual polish. 
 

We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a service when 

time for something unexpected was allowed, its place would be announced in the order of 

service, how long it would happen unexpectedly would have been decided by a committee 

and who was to be spontaneous would have been allocated on a rota. 
 

The one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed organisers can control is 

the Rector. You could call it a staff perk. 
 

Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse 3 was to be 

omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on his toes while the choir 

hovers on the point of a collective nervous breakdown. At the Christmas supper, my 

introductory welcome speech and extensive grace make those in the kitchen wonder if the 

vegetables being boiled should better be served as thick soup.  
 

I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and decorated in the 

chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn all the heating off throughout 

the season, explaining that it will help the flowers to last.  All Services will start five 

minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so I can look disapprovingly at those still coming 

in while we are singing the first carol and making it clear that I think they had spent too 

long in the pub next door. 
 

And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having gone yet again 

slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at the chaos that has been 

created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit lives on. 
 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 
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REVD ARNOLD PAWSON (1866-1942) 
Vicar of Ecclesfield - 1921-1936 
 

The earlier article outlined the life of Francis (Frank) Pawson, one-time 

England footballer and the person who became Vicar of Ecclesfield on the 

death of Dr. Alfred Gatty. We now look at his half-brother Arnold.  

 

A person local to Sheffield, Arnold went straight to Theological College from 

school, and his first appointment was as Curate in Chesterfield where he met 

his wife, Susanna Felkin Chandler, when she was sent to him for Confirmation 

preparation. Susannaôs parents owned a large grocery shop in Chesterfield. 

Arnold served as Rector of Thorpe, in Dovedale, Derbyshire, from 1898 to 

1907. He then moved to the Parish of St James in Scarborough where he served 

for 14 years. There, in 1914, his house was damaged when the German 

Battlecruisers bombarded the town. Also in 1914, Arnold lost his wife, 

Susanna, two years after the birth of their ninth child.  

 

Following the funeral of his brother Frank at Ecclesfield, a service in which Arnold took part, he was chosen 

to be the new Vicar of Ecclesfield. 55 year old Arnold Pawson arrived in October 1921 to take up his 

appointment and was accompanied by his eight children (Bob had died as a child), Mrs Brindley as 

cook/housekeeper and her husband as gardener/handyman. In Ecclesfield, the house and family were 

managed by his eldest daughter Alice while his second daughter, Dinah, worked in the Parish and ran the 

Guide Troop (she is also believed to have served as local District Guide Commissioner).  

 

These two daughters both married clergymen. Dinah married one of the curates at Ecclesfield and her 

husband served in World War Two as an RAF Chaplain and when in Burma at the siege of Imphal was one 

of the only three chaplains to be issued with a firearm with which to defend himself. Two of Arnoldôs sons 

followed their father into the Church. Sam became Archdeacon of Lindisfarne, and Dick won the Hulscan 

Prize at Cambridge and became an eminent Theologian. He served as Vice Principal of the College of the 

Resurrection at Mirfield and as Principal of the Theological Colleges in Rosettenville, South Africa (where 

Archbishop Tutu was one of his students) and in Barbados.  

 

Dinahôs son, Robin Bursell, only visited Ecclesfield once in 1942 where he remembers: - 

 

¶ The long red hair of the young mother (daughter of Mr Addy from the Common who had been one 

of Dinahôs guiders) fanned out on her pillow  

¶ Mother's utter horror when she realised that the pond leading into the paddock was a running sewer  

¶ The garden party on the vicarage lawn. Here, Dinah was asked to judge a Pretty Ankle competition 

with a local councillor and a canvas sheet had been erected on poles with the bottom off the ground, 

for the girls to stand behind with only their feet showing. He remembers clearly the councillor telling 

his Mother that they must not choose a girl wearing stockings as that would not be fair! 

 

Of Arnoldôs fifteen grandchildren, two boys also became priests: Rupert Bursell gained a Doctorate in 

Canon Law and became the first priest to be appointed a High Court Judge since Cardinal Wolsey! He has 

served as Chancellor and Vicar General of the Dioceses of St Albans, Durham, Bath and Wells, and Oxford.  

 

Arnold was an erudite and gentle man who loved his family, his parish and the fine arts. He left a 

considerable collection of paintings. While at Ecclesfield, he once advertised for a curate and received over 

50 applications!  
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He retired to Weston-Super-Mare, but was staying with his doctor son, Jack, when he died in 1942 at the 

age of 76: due to the stringent petrol rationing of the time, the service and burial took place locally rather 

than with his wife and infant son in the family grave in Scarborough. 

 

ACR 

 

With thanks to Robin Bursell.  

Thomas Pyke was appointed Vicar in 1936 and served through the Second World War until 1946 when he 

was succeeded by Cuthbert Hayes, Vicar for 18 years who is still remembered by some of the senior 

members the village. 

 

 

A. J. Hurdley - Opticians 
 

NHS and Private Eye Examinations 

Spectacles at Sensible Prices 
125 High Street, Ecclesfield, Sheffield, S35 9UA 

(  0114 246 8127 
 

enquiries@ajhurdleyopticians.co.uk 
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Will You Remember Them ï North Korea 
 

Population:  25,611,000 

Christians:  300,000 (1.2% of population) 

Main Religion:  Atheism 

Government: Communist Dictatorship 

 

Never-ending pressure and violence 

The primary driver of Christian persecution in North Korea is the state. For three 

generations, everything in the country has focused on idolizing the leading Kim family. 

Christians are seen as hostile elements in society that have to be eradicated. There was 

hope that new diplomatic efforts in 2018ðincluding the 2018 Winter Olympicsðwould 

mean a lessening of pressure and violence against Christians, but so far that has not been 

the case. Kim Jong Un has maintained his tight control over the populace, and dissent or 

worshiping anything else is not tolerated. 

 

How Christians are suffering 

If Christians are discovered, not only are they deported to labour camps as political 

criminals or even killed on the spot, their families will share their fate as well. Christians 

do not even have the slightest space in society, on the contrary, they are publicly warned 

against. Meeting other Christians in order to worship is almost impossible and if some 

believers dare to, it has to be done in utmost secrecy. The churches shown to visitors in 

Pyongyang serve mere propaganda purposes.  

 

Examples 

Due to the extremely difficult security situation, it is very difficult to share examples. 

Pastor Dong-cheol Kim (arrested in 2015) and two Korean-American Christian lecturers 

at the Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST), Tony Kim and Hak-song 

Kim (arrested in April and May 2017 respectively) were all accused of espionage but 

released ahead of the US-North Korean summit in June 2018. In a change of hiring policy, 

PUST is now reportedly looking for non-American staff, a logical consequence from the 

travel ban for US citizens. 
 

Pray for North Korea  
 

¶ Pray that new diplomatic efforts will pay dividends and will lead to a softening of 

the North Korean government toward its people. 

¶ The situation for Christians is vulnerable and precarious. They face persecution 

from state authorities and their non-Christian family, friends and neighbours. Pray 

for their protection. 

¶ Pray for strength and courage for Christians who suffer in prisons, labour camps 

and remote areas. 

¶ Pray that God will prepare the underground church in North Korea to be a light for 

the countryðand that they will be ready to share the gospel freely someday soon.  
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Ecclesfield Church Playgroup 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall - Priory Road - Ecclesfield 
 

A traditional playgroup good fun for Babies to 5 years with their 

Mums, Dads and Carers - Refreshments for everyone 

Everyone welcome, come along and join the fun 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings 9.30 am to 11.30 am 

Ã2.20 per session 

For more information please telephone - Mrs Ann Hackett (0114) 246 7159 
 

The Gatty Memorial Hall 
 

Priory Road, Ecclesfield, Sheffield S35 9XY 
 

Groups Å Meetings Å Activities Å Functions  

Accommodation available for booking 
 

Contact us on 0780 307 8223 
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